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SYNOPSIS (Not for Publication) 
Mary Dane is young, pretty and 

red-headed, and when Bud Leonard, 

in prison doing a ten-year stretch 

for counterfeiting, tells his fellow- 

prisoner Bertie Gray that she has 

promised to wait for him, the cynical 

Bertie scoffs. 
Louw Rinaldo, meanwhile, is making 

a play for Mary, having framed Bud 

on the counterfeiting charge, just 

as years before he framed “King” 

Callahan, a very vicious and mean 

big convict now in the same prison. 

At the opening of the story the 

warden of the prison has been work- 

ing out an honor system and having 

promoted Bud, Bertie and others into 
a “good conduct room” and library, 

where they can spend leisure time 

in some comfort and no conversa- 
tional restrictions, he arranges for 

them and others to work on the road 

gang. 

Mary gives Rinaldo the slip and 

goes to work in a farmhouse where 

the convicts often come to eat while 

working on the road. On the warden’s 

honor system they have a fine time. 

The very day that Mary is about to 

see Bud in this way, as she has 

planned, two things happen. 

First, Rinaldo, having traced Mary, 

comes to the farmhouse, and recog- 

nizes Bud and Bertie, the latter 

having been his partner in counter- 

feiting. He sneaks away without 

being seen by them, with a plan in 

his head to tempt Bud to escape and 

have him caught or possibly shot 

in his attempt to get away. 

Second, Callahan heads a jail break 
at the prison itself, and takes to the 

PRINTED IN U.S. A. 

hills after shooting the man who 

helps him make the escape. The 
warden comes to the hills with his 

posse on Callahan’s trail, also being 

forced to cancel the comparative 

freedom of the road gang because of 

the break. 

Meanwhile Rinaldo, with some 

difficulty, talks Mary into the tdea 

of trying to persuade Bud to escape. 

She meets Bud for the first time out- 

side of the prison visiting room since 

his tncarceration, and after the first 

embrace tries to make him plan an 

escape. He will not listen, so she 

locks him into a closet when it is 

time to go back to camp. 

At the same moment the warden 
and his men arrive searching for 

Callahan, and there is pandemonium. 
Bertie suggests that the convicts 
themselves search for Callahan, and 

if they succeed in bringing him in, 

they do not lose the privilege of the 

honor system. 

When they leave to search for the 

convict, Callahan himself comes in 
and demands food from Mary. He 
also struggles with her, and hears 

Bud trying to break from the closet. 

The warden and his men arrive in 
time to prevent him from shooting 

the closet full of holes, but he holds 

them off with dynamite until Bud 

blows his way out of the closet with 

a shotgun and shoots at him. 

Callahan shoots Rinaldo, and is him- 

self killed. Both men knew that Bud 

was “framed,” and now Mary is in 

despair because it seems that there 
is no one left who can prove tt and 

release him. Bertie the counterfeiter 
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WHAT CAUSES 
JAIL RIOTS? 

It is timely. It is 
romantic. It tells 
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man entertainment 
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then speaks up and declares that he 
will “preach” on Rinaldo to save Bud, 
although it means an extra ten years 

in prison for him. 

He will not even let Mary kiss him 
in payment for the great sacrifice he 

makes, but she slips up and does it 

anyway, and he goes off with the 
happy crew of convict “trustees,” 

smiling wistfully because he knows 
that in two weeks or a little more, 

Bud will be free and two young 

lovers will be happy. 
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ila anal pry with an unusual background, that 
‘ * National’s “‘Numbered Men’”’ at the 

Awnam; ta 

power- 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and Raymond Hackett are 
featured, Nagel getting a very unusual part that is powerful 
and yet has no love element. In the end he makes a tremendous 

break and riot is packed with thrills. 

That’s melodrama—and high drama 

too. 

Yet the dynamite hasn’t been de- 

seribed to you yet. It is largely con- 

A Girl Who Waited! 

Bernice Claire in “Numbered Men” 
atthe Theatre 

Cut No. 12 Cut1rsc Mat 5c 

CAST 
Sa eee eee Conrad Nagel 
Se Bernice Claire 

_ Ivan Linow 

sacrifice for the youngsters. That’s 

}high drama. net ‘ centrated in the person of Ralph 
A stirring and realistic prison Ince, the heavy of the piece. Ince 

does «some remarkable 

dominates many scenes. 

acting and 

“Numbered Men,” presented a com- 

plicated problem for the director be- 

cause of its many elements of appeal. 

The entire background is one of 

convicts and their lives, although not 

all of it is inside prison walls. Con- 

vict camps, road gangs and a ranch 

house where convicts call for food 

and where some of the highest drama 

of the picture takes place are in- 
cluded in the varied locales. 

The love story is vitally appealing 

and sweet, with Miss Claire and 

Hackett making the best of the ex- 

cellent opportunities. Nagel’s charac- 

terization was complex, George 

Cooper and other excellent comies. 

were used to advantage and Tully 
Marshall, Ivan Linow and other east: 

members appear in both comedy and 

8 | pathos. 

As a result, Le Roy was divided 
between human interest, dramatic in- 

terest, interest in his striking prison 

backgrounds, his riot and jail break, 

and the love element of “Numbered 

Men.” His work in weaving these 

together and deriving full value from . 
them is outstanding. 

Miss Claire deserves special men- | 

tion. “Numbered Men” is her fourth 

motion picture, and the little girl 

who became “the youngest grand 

Opera prima donna” and a favorite of 

the musical comedy stage proves 

herself an excellent dramatic film 

actress. She does not sing in “Num- 

bered Men,” a fact that shows how 
good the producers thought she was 

to give her this big part. 

To outline the story would be to 

spoil it, and give away some of 

its “punches,” for throughout its 
progress surprise is one of the most 

important elements of its entertain- 

ment value. Just a word to the wise, 

then: You will be highly entertained 

by “Numbered Men” and it will be 

a long time before you forget this 
picture after you have seen it. It’s 

a “different” movie in every respect. 
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Tells The First INSIDE STORY Of Jail _ 
Riots And Penitentiary Life! 

DO MOVIE STARS HAVE “VOICES?” Ince Actor-Director 
: 

| Ralph Ince, who has one of the 

“Some of Them Have Beautiful Voices, and Nagel’s is |striking featured roles in “Numbered 
ASSISTING ON THE PRODUCTION 

Adapted from the play.____‘‘Jail Break,” by Dwight Taylor 

: ° . Men,” now showing at the .......-. : 

One of the Best
 : : Declares

 Bernice Claire, Prim
a is S ee of ice late Thomas iL. . Directed by a 2 es pm rare aang maine ven anita oe a Sp ales St OPT 

eT Mervyn LeRoy 

Donna and Lately, Movie Star! Ince, who before his untimely death Screen version and dialogue____-_-- : 

was one of the outstanding film pro- ee oe Al Cohn and Henry McCarty 

By JOHN LINCOLN | ducers of the picture industry. Ralph|| Photographed by——--———--—-—--————------- Sol Polito 

Ince, in addition to being a talented . 
Terrill Morse 

“Tf only camera technique were as easy ‘for those of us who character actor, is also a well known Edited by_______-_------------------------—------------—— errl re) 

have come into motion pictures with highly cultivated voices|director, and was responsible for a|| Art Director__—_------------——------------— John J. Hughes 

as voice culture seems to be for movie stars, we’d be happy.’’|number of recent talking successes. 

So says Bernice Claire, ‘‘the youngest prima donna” of 

Hell’s Loose?! 

grand opera, and a light opera and musical comedy favorite. 

Miss Claire herself, however, surely cannot complain. After 

playing leads in singing talkies, including ‘‘No, No, Nanette,’’ 

‘‘Spring is Here’’ and ‘‘Song of the Flame,’’ she was thought 

such a fine sereen actress by First National studios that she 

Hundreds of convicts in one mad dash 
opposite Conrad Nagel and Raymond In P enal S st em 

: : ; 

ipealaet ac one ea ceo ap "aay aed for freedom . . . stir-crazy to live and 
them. Mervyn Le Roy directed the For Own Go od 

picture, which is based on Dwight 

Taylor’s unusual and highly dramatic 

was signed to do an entirely dramatic role. 

That was in “Numbered Men,” 

me 40- the see. Theat * 

eas Tn this picture she “ins Numbering Inmates 

love — or die. 

story of prison life, “Jail Break.” (ADVANCE READER— 
: aoa 

Miss Claire rates Mr. Nagel as one VITAPHONE) What causes jail breaks? How much 

of the most gifted singers among the “Men are numbered in: a Peat 3 = 
: 

; 
peniten 

9 

movie stars. tiary as much for their own good ; of a part does love play? The 

“Qonrad’s voice would place him|ag to humiliate them,” says Mervyn 

in the Metropolitan Opera Company |tje Roy, director of the powerful 
\ 

in a short time, if he were not al-|story of prison life, “Numbered 

ready singing to the millions—oc-| Men,” which comes to the ......---- ~ 

easionally—in pictures,’ Miss Claire| Theatre on ....-.---++ 

remarked. “Of course, it is a cul- “Although a man generally does so, ‘ = : : . 

tured voice. He has been on the|pe does not need to reveal his answers these questions with the mightiest he- 

stage and has sung a great deal be-|identity to his fellow convicts unless man drama the screen has ever dared show. As 

fore the public, principally in church|he wants to. He can go by his num- A 3 

choirs and as a church soloist. ber. Neither is any information given | timely as today’s newspaper. With a year of 

“Ramon Navarro, Noah Beery,|out by the prison officials concerning front-page headlines heralding its coming. 

Lawrence Gray and many other|his home town, business, or relatives. 

celebrities identified mainly with the; “The purpose of using numbers in 

sereen have lovely voices,” she adds. |a penitentiary instead of names was 

—~ul®leadlegs to say, Alexander Gray, 

Walter Pidgeon, ~volub»—Roles and|but it has we 

others who have had the great ad-/as a pen 

vantage of combined musical play and |few perso 

Bot phen stngs caperienge gare a2 [etind Unav U or ee : a 

=a It is interesting to know now that|who pay their "tx “to society and 

Miss Claire herself, immediately fol-|have a genuine desire for rehabilita- 

lowing the production of “Numbered | tion in the world, is that, if they start 

Men,” made “Mlle. Modiste” and afresh, their past record will be re- 

scored a tremendous hit in it. That|vealed by some fellow convict they 

puts a significant side light on what knew behind the walls. For this 

she said on the completion of the|reason many prisoners do not reveal 

dramatic picture of prison life soon|their home town, or else give one 

to be shown at the .....--....:  |that is a fake. 

“T am glad to have done a picture| “There have been many cases where 

in which no one can say my Voice released convicts have blackmailed 

was a great asset,” she declared. |™e? they knew behind the walls, and 

“In ‘Numbered Men’ I am just a who had made a success under a new 

movie actress, and I did my best. 1)2@™¢ after leaving prison. This class 

was fascinated by the part, which is|0f man is hated and despised by the 
so filled with big drama and human- bulk of convicts, and is regarded as 

ness, and I certainly hope that it|™0T¢ of a menace to them than the 

will be liked. law. A number of convicts have been 

“T# I hadn’t have been a singer killed for attempting such blackmail, 

and a dancer, of course I would never and probably many have been eens 

have been chosen for the ‘No, No, aeRORS mice Gore hays soy. been is: 

Nanette’ title role. But now that I covered,’ Felice. nase oan abou! 

have had a chance to get acquainted ~ appeckend alge biaekmailers, and 

with camera technique in this and will always aid any such ex-convict 

several other pictures, I feel that, in-solying such a situation.” 
pending ripe and lengthy movie ex- Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, Ray- 

perience, I was able to do my very mond Hackett, Tully Marshall, Ralph 

best “work a#::Numbored - Men.” Ince and Maurice Black am among 

Parenthetically, the little actress — in the cast of “Numbered 

had no easy part to portray in the = 

picture. She is the sweetheart of a 
Marshall—Character Actor 

Jad who has been condemned to 

spend ten years in prison, and while The characterization of “Lemuel 

en Ene | 

Takes you behind the bars. 
Shows you the soul of prison 
life. Tells of one kid who was 

afraid to take the big chance— 

and a Love that gave him the 
courage to say “no.” 

with 

CONRAD 

she is waiting for him “outside,” she| Barnes,” which Tully Marshall gives Cut No. 6 
N A G E L 

is pursued and persecuted by the man | in “Numbered Men” now at the Cut 60c 

who was responsible for his troubles.|.......... is one of his best. Mar- as Fae 

In the scope of her acting in “Num-|shall is noted for the wide variety 
BERNICE 

bered Men” are tragedy, pathos,|of chatacters he has _ portrayed. 

comedy, drama, fast melodramatic|Probably his most famous role was 
C L A I R E 

action—the screen actress’s whole|that of Jim Bridger in “The Covered 

range of histrionic requirements. Wagon.” 
RAYMOND 

HACKETT 
Ralph Ince, Tully Marshall, 

» Geo. Cooper, Wm. Holden 
OFFICIAL BILLING 

First National Pictures, Inc. 

Presents 

. Directed by 

Mervyn LeRoy 

‘NUMBERED MEN” | 
5 

Adapted from the stage play, “Jail- 

3 With 
break” by Dwight Taylor. 

CONRAD NAGEL — BERNICE CLAIRE — 

~ RAYMOND HACKETT | 

Adapted from stage play “Jailbreak” by Dwight Taylor 

Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 
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Romance Plays A Big Part In The! 
a, 

Thrill-Packed Story Of “Numbered Men’? 
Styles Must Match | Prima Donna Turns | Prison Picture 

Picture Star— 
“Clicks!” 

(ADVANCE READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire was called “the 

youngest prima donna”? when she sang 

grand opera with the San Carlos and 

other opera companies, but now she’s 

a picture star and the veteran of 

five important film productions. 

Localities Finds 
Bernice Claire 

Lead in ‘Numbered Men” 
Finds Fashion Needs Even 
In Out-of-Way Locations 

(SILENT OR VITAPHONE) 

“Just as the fashion axiom decrees 

that each function and time of day 

must have the frock or costume best 

suited to it, so the Hollywood screen 

player finds that each location has its 
peculiar requirements for clothes,” 

says Bernice Claire, featured with 

Conrad Nagel, Raymond Hackett and 

an all-star cast in First National’s 

“Numbered. Men,” directed by Mer- 

vyn Leroy, which comes to the..... 

theatre on 

“Having visited friends on ranches 
in Wyoming, I knew when I went on 

location to the ranch where we filmed 

many of the exteriors for ‘Numbered 
Men,’ I would need plenty of practi- 

cal costumes, but that they could, at 

the same time be very attractive. 

“Horseback riding is one of my 
favorite forms of recreation, so in 

my wardrobe was included the cus- 
tomary whipcord breeches, accom- 

panied by jackets in darker tone, 

and relieved by bright colored ties. 

A vivid color note was introduced in 

a costume consisting of tan breeches, 

and a mannish shirt with a round 

neck light weight sweater in pale 

biege. There was an informal even- 

ing frock of printed chiffon with 

sleeves, for I hoped there would be 

a dance or two. There were also 

two knitted sport frocks because I 

knew I would be able to get in a few 

games of tennis. 

“Numbered Men,” in which she is 

featured with Conrad Nagel and 

Raymond Hackett, is her latest. This 

First National drama of prison life, 

with an unusual love triangle that 

penetrates the prison walls, is com- 

ing to the Theatre 

Despite the fact that Miss Claire 

left her latest stage work, “The 
Desert Song,” to sing prima donna 

roles in talkies of the musical comedy 

nature, and filmed several of them, 

“Numbered Men” marks her real 

debut as a talkie actress. 

She also has played the principal 

feminine roles in “No, No, Nanette,” 

and “Song of the Flame.” Her voice 

radio in motion picture “hours,’”? and 

Jeritza, who “discovered” her, says 

it is the greatest singing voice in the 

world today. 

A fine supporting cast is seen with 

the principals in “Numbered Men.” 
Mervyn Le Roy directed the picture, 

which is based on the successful play 

by Dwight Taylor. 

“Modern conveniences have found 
their way into ranch life today to 

such an extent that there is little 

difference in living in a large city 

and living a hundred miles from it.| _- 

maaan we-hat-Bievrritity inf — 
ail its appliances, including refriger- 
‘ation, heating apparatus, and even 

the cooking was done with it be- 

cause the ranch owner said it was 

not only more convenient, but 
cheaper, after the initial expense of 
installation. 

“So different is ranch life nowa- 

days from the former popular con- 

ception of it that we who love out- 

door sports are elated when we are 

told we are going on a ranch location 

because, if the director gives us a 
little time between scenes, there are 

plenty of facilities for enjoying our 
favorite pastimes.” 

“Numbered Men” places Miss 
Claire, “the youngest opera prima 

donna,” and a favorite of the musi- 

cal comedy stage, opposite Conrad 

Nagel, with Raymond Hackett, how- 

“Spring is Here,” “Mlle. Modiste,” ' 

has been heard many times over the. 

“ws 

Gives Authentic 
Inside Story! 

(ADVANCE READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

An “inside” story of prison life in 
both possible meanings of the phrase 

forms the basis for First National’s 
talkie drama coming to the 

Theatres. a ,» Numbered Men.” 

In this picture, for the first time, 

camera and Vitaphone explores the 

real truth behind prison outbreaks, 

politics and abuses. The “honor 

system” is also dealt with. Director 

Mervyn Le Roy spent several months 

inspecting San Quentin, Folsom and 

other famous prisons before filming 

this version of Dwight Taylor’s start- 

ling stage play. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett are featured in the 
picture. A fine supporting cast is 

headed by Ralph Ince, Tully Mar- 
shall, Maurice Black, William Holden 

and George Cooper. 

“Numbered Men” is primarily a 

tensely dramatic and human love 

sory with a tremendous emotional 

<ich for its denouement, and the 

,*<alstie prison life is merely its back- 

eround, 

Ceerne: Coming Comedian 
George Cooper, who plays a com- 

edy role in “Numbered Men,” the 

First National production now at the 

SR arta Theatre, became an out- 

standing success as a comedian due 

to his performance in “The Trail of 

98,” and “The Barker.” 
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Tully Marshall Start 
On Kerosine Circuit 

Tully Marshall, veteran character 

who appears in “Numbered Men,” 

now at the Theatre, is a 

native Californian. After going to 

high school he decided to become an 

actor, and got his first opportunity 

with a regular stock company at $8 

a week. The company played in the 

mining towns of the Mother Lode 

district, where the theatres still had 

kerosine footlights. Later he became 

an important actor in San Francisco, 

eventually graduating to the Belasco 

ranks in New York. 

40th Talking Character Role 

William Holden, the well known 

character actor who takes the role 

of the warden in “Numbered Men,” 

now at the Theatre, has 

played forty screen roles since the 

advent of talking motion pictures. 

Inside Story of Jail Riots | 

Mighty Drama! 
Me Be oS 

aufunal pictuk 

. oe 

a 

c 
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Back to the Picks 
A convict just released from 

San Quentin wanted a job. He 

was experienced on road-build- 
ing. 

He got one, with a movie com 

pany because he didn’t like road- 

building and thought acting 

would be ‘‘different.” 

The picture was “Numbered 

Men,” the First National prison 

drama playing at the 

Theatre, with Conrad Nagel, 

Bernice Claire and Raymond 

Hackett in the principal roles. 

The convict was given a uni- 

form and a number by Director 

Mervyn LeRoy. Then he was put 

in a truck with a band of other 

“extras” and taken to a convict 

road camp, where real convicts 

were working. 

His first assignment was swing- 

ing a pick in the same road gang 

he had quit with a sigh of relief 

a week before! 

a 

ever, as the young man who gets 

the girl. An all-star supporting cast 

is headed by Tully Marshall, Ralph 

Ince, Maurice Black and other favor- 

ites. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 
picture. 

Miss Claire has appeared in “No, 
No, Nanette,” “Spring is Here” and 
“Song of the Flame,” singing in all 

of these pictures as well as proving 

herself an exceptional screen actress 
in silent as well as sound versions. 
The consequence was that in the non- 
musical drama of prison intrigue, 
“Numbered Men,” she was considered 
an ideal leading lady. 

She is going to appear in many 
distinctly plot pictures in the near 
future as a result of her fine work in 
this prison drama, which was founded 
upon Dwight Taylor’s stage play, 
“Jailbreak.” However, her role im- 
mediately following was the title 
part in “Mlle. Modiste.” 

Lo¢al fans who have not made her 
acquaintance will like her when they 
see her at the Theatre in 
“Numbered Men” and if they have 
seen her in musical films, it will be 
an entirely new impression of her 
received from the prison drama. 

What? No Theme Song! 

In “Numbered Men,” now at the 

. Theatre, Bernice Claire 

plays her first dramatic talking role 

in which she does not have to sing. 

There are no songs in “Numbered 
Men.” 

One Chance In 

A Million To 

See His “Gal.” 

Was It Worth 

While? 

Cut No. 3 

No greater love 

story has ever 

been told. No 

mightier drama 

has ever been 

screened. As 

timely as to- 

day's newspaper. 

Answering the 

prison questions 

that are on the 

lips of the 

world! 

IRST NATIONAL 

Cut 80c Mat 20¢ 

Adapted from “Vitaphone” is the AF ; stage play “‘Jail- registered trade 
Directed by break”? by Dwight marie of the Vita- \ 

MERVYN LEROY Taylor. pheie Corp. \ 

With These Great Stars In The Leading Roles 

CONRAD NAGEL - BERNICE CLAIRE - RAYMOND HACKETT 
Ralph Ince, Tully Marshall, George Cooper, Wm. Hol:len, Ivan Linow, Maurice Black 
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Bernice Claire Plays Her First Non- Musical . 
Dramatic Role in ‘‘Numbered Men 

DRAMATIC SCENES, 
THEME FEATURES “NUMBERED 

~ MEN” AT .. 

| (REVIEW—SILENT) 
Dramatic in its high moment of a prison riot, and woven 

around the theme that, no matter how much she promises at 

the beginning, ‘‘a woman never waits’’ for her man to do a 

long term of years while her youth slips 

bered Men,’’ opened yesterday at the 

The picture takes the spectator behind the grey walls of 

Stoneyhurst penitentiary, and shows what happens to humans 

of all classes who have run afoul of the law. All types are 

pictured, from the youthful offender, 

eating his heart out for his girl, 

played by Raymond Hackett and 

Bernice Claire, to the tough gang- 

ster, the Polack who is going “stir- 

erazy,” the comic, and the “dese, dem, 

and dose” types. All are intermingled 

in the vast prison machine. The 

workings of the honor system, which 

gives privileges, and the road camps, 

to which prisoners with a good record 

are finally sent, giving them a chance 

at fresh air and a certain freedom, 

are all pictured as the story marches 

to its conclusion. 

One of the most dramatic scenes 

of the story is the outbreak of the 

riot, just as work has stopped in the 

machine shop for the day and the 

lifers are about to be marched back 

to their cells. 

Conrad Nagel, as a smooth counter- 

feiter who has become something of 

a power for good among the prisoners, 

gives a splendid performance. 

Raymond Hackett, who  distin- 

UNUSUAL 

-- 7), .. VHEATERE 

away from her, ‘‘Num- 
Theatre. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” has the 
jfivenile lead\ and gives a characteri- 
zation dramatic in its power. Bernice 

Claire is the girl who promises to 

wait, and is tempted through think- 

ing she sees a chance to plan an 

escape for her lover. 
The outstanding ‘character role of 

the picture is. that of Ralph Ince. 

Ince, as the tough gangster, King 

Callahan, plans the riot and escape 

through working on the Polack, called 

“Baby Face,” played by Ivan Linow, 

who has become particularly crazy 

through his desire to get out and 

see his wife who is slowly dying. 

Ince gives a performance that carries 

him to the top rank of character 

actors of the talking screen. 

Tully Marshall, George Cooper, 

William Holden, Maurice Black and 

Frederic Howard are all effective in 

their roles. The picture was directed 

as a First National production by 

Brief Biographies Of The Principals | 

Bernice 
Claire 

in 
‘Raymond ON nherod 

Hackett Men” 

“Numbered Cut No. 16 

Men” Oe? 5C 
at 5¢ 

Cut No. 17 

Cut 15¢ 

Mat s¢ 

Biography of 

BERNICE CLAIRE 
“The youngest prima donna” is 

zs the title Bernice Claire enjoyed, 

Biography of after her hit in the operetta “The 

RAYMOND HACKETT | Desert Song,” and before she became 

Raymond Hackett, hero of “Num- |@ motion picture actress. 

bered Men,” “The Trial of Mary 

Dugan” and “Madame X” on the 

screen, comes honestly by his re- 

markable histrionic gifts. 

He is the son of Florence Hackett, | heard her singing when she was 
well known in musical comedy and| just fourteen months old, and de- 

later on the screen. His father was 

Maurice Hackett, a merchant. Ray- 

mond: was born in New York City, 

and made his first stage appearance 

at the age of four in the comic 

opera, “The Toymaker of Nurem- 

berg.” Later he was with Maude ‘dren! 

Adams in “Peter Pan.” oes 
He went to school in New York However, her voice continually 

and Philadelphia, and played on the | Suggested singing. When she was 

Miss Claire was born in Oakland, 

California, he parents being Adolph 

and Claire Jahnigan. Her mother 

cided that she should become a great 

singer! 

Bernice on’ the other hand grew 

into young girlhood with. the firm 

conviction that she would become 

a writer of Christmas plays for 

n Newsy Form 

Conrad 
Nagel 
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“Numbered 
Men” 
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Biography of 

CONRAD NAGEL © 
Conrad Nagel was born in Keokuk, 

Iowa, March 16th, 1897. He was 

educated at Highland Park College 
Des Moines, and because he earned 

the degree of Bachelor of Oratory 

and was a prominent member of the 

drama and glee clubs, he turned to 

the stage for a vocation. 

His first part was a juvenile role 

in the Peerless Stock Company’s 

(Des Moines) presentation of a new 
playwright’s effort, the very name 

of which has gone into oblivion, 

since it “flopped.” Nagel’s work, 

however, won him the chance to con- 

playing tinue with the company, 

many roles. 

In 1918 he entered pictures, and 

has enjoyed a steady vogue ever 

S aanieeneeee 

Mervyn Le BOY: since; a vogue that increased tremen- 

dously however, with the coming of 

the talkie. “The Swan,” “The Ship 

From Shanghai,” “The Sacred 

Flame” and “White Collars” are 

among his most recent pictures made 

stage steadily at the same time. He|Six its cultivation began, at the 
was opposite Margaret Anglin in| hands of several voice and music 

“The Awakening of Helen Ritchie,” | teachers, most prominent among 
with Doris Keane in “Happy Mar-| Whom was Miss Alice Eggers, now 
riage” and with John Mason in “As| head of the musie department of 

a Man Thinks,” all in juvenile roles, | Oakland High Schools, and still her 

guished himself in “Madame X” and 

Convicts and Movie 
Extras Exchang 

™ e In F; He essayed pictures as a boy actor,|teacher. She sang “Mlle. Modiste”| prior to his big hit, “Numbered 

~— ald Tubin company in|at this time! | Men.” 
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Atethe same time she tock dane- 
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The a 

A Prison Riot! 

Adapted from the 
stage play ‘‘Jail- 

ge break” by Dwight 
Taylor. 

Directed by MERVYN LEROY 

Cut No.5 Cut 20c Mat 5c 
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the Vitaphone Corp..designating its products. 

Page Four 

CASESEae - 

Convicts and~ movie extras ex- 
changed roles during the filming of 

scenes of “Numbered Men,” the 

First National screen drama of 

prison life now heading the bill at 

the Theatre. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett are featured, with 

favorites such as Tully Marshall and 

Ralph Ince in the cast. These, with 

a erew of tough-looking movie extras, 

were taken on location to Newhall, 

California, where a state prison camp 

for convict road-workers is main- 

tained. 

Here the movie extras, in convict 

uniform, got. out and toiled with pick 

and shovel on the road, while the 

real convicts had a chance to play 

in the movies. 

A novel love story of a very ap- 

pealing nature, the thrills of a great 

prison riot and escape, and a very 

intimate glimpse into the lives of 

men in “the Big House” and out on 

the road gangs is given, for the first 

time in pictures, in “Numbered Men.” 
The entire locale of the story is the 

prison, the convict camp, the road 

work location and a farmhouse where 

some of the highest drama transpires. 

om 

Camouflage! 
An artificial lawn in “Num- 

bered Men,” the First National- 

Vitaphone prison drama at the 

Theatre, was so 

realistic that it fooled the flock 

of hens used in the pictures. 

They tried to eat the dyed 

fibre “‘grass,’”’ which “grew” from 

a burlap carpet tacked on the 

stage floor. Once they held up 

the filming of a scene because 

they scratched in it too enthusi- 

astically—looked for worms! 

An entire farm in which some 
of the most dramatic scenes were 
taken -was filmed under the roof 

of a big-sound-proof stage at the 

studio. The live-stock were 

quartered on the stage for a 
week, living comfortably in real 

pens and a barn, but denied the 

privilege, of covirse, of cropping 
the artificial g1 .ss. 

The pigs, ho.vever, had some 

very real mud to root about in! 
The “indoor” farm supplemented 

a real farm filmed on location, 

and was an e act duplicate. 

He was a mere stripling w ~ pees Wiorasni at 7 
appeared with Lionel Barrymore if | Francisco, iand“sang anc 7 
the first stage production of “The Lafayette Grammar School in Oak- 
Copperhead,” and in such plays as|land, and at Oakland High School. 
“Abraham lLineoln,” “The Cradle When she went to New York to 
Snatchers,” and many others. His study she attracted the attention of 
first picture was with Gloria Swan-|Madame Jeritza at a private con- 
son in “The Loves of Sunya,” which| cert. The great opera star was 
also brought John Boles to the| captivated by the girl’s rapidly de- 
sereen. veloping coloratura soprano voice, 

Hackett is five feet, ten inches in]and promptly “took her under her 
height, weighs 148 pounds, and has wing.” Her voice and music study 
blue eyes and brown hair. He is| was continued by Jeritza’s accom- 
fond of all outdoor sports. panist, Emil Polak. 

—_ She danced and sang in “Babes 
Biography o in Toyland,” “Mlle. Modiste” and 

aeey. f “The Chocolate Soldier.’ Then she 
TULLY MARSHALL understudied the star of the original 
Tully Marshall is one of the few|“The Desert Song” company, and 

“Native Sons” of California among | presently took her place. 
the noted film actors. He was born When Alexander Gray, who had 
in Nevada City, April 138, 1874,| sung opposite her in “The Desert 
which makes him a_ California | Song” and opposite Marilyn Miller 
pioneer as well. in the stage “Sally” was about to 
He was educated in private schools | go to Hollywood for the film “Sally,” 

and the Santa Clara University,| he invited Bernice to take a film 
specializing in dramatic literature.|test with him. 
He spent 45 years on the stage, all | to help Gray. 
acting in, writing, directing and Then she went out to Oakland to 
producing plays with stock- com-| visit her parents. A telegram was 
panies on the Pacific Coast. awaiting her — her film test with 

The motion picture industry “came | Gray had won her the title role in 
to him,” so he joined it in the early |“No, No, Nanette” with First Na- 
days when Griffith made “Intoler-| tional Vitaphone Pictures, if she 
ance.” Ever since that time he has| cared to take it! 
been prominent and constantly busy, She took the role; followed it by 
and of course the arrival of the|two other singing roles in musical 
“talkie” boosted his stock because | pictures, “Spring is Here” and 
of his long stage experience and | “Song of the Flame,” and made such 
knewledge of both stage and film|a hit not only by her voice but her 
acting. acting that her next. role was a 

Among Marshall’s most important | straight acting one without music! 
talkies is “Numbered Men,” in That was “Numbered Men,” in 
which Bernice Claire, Conrad Nagel| which she is featured with Conrad 
and Raymond Hackett are featured.| Nagel and Raymond Hackett. 

The Whole World Is Waiting 
To See The Story 
This Picture Tells. — 

She did so, merely 

Let Them Know You’re 

| Playing It! 

RALPH INCE ~ 
Ralph Inee, noted both as an ae- 

tor and a director during the screen’s 

“silent” days found a great demand 

for his acting when the screen 
turned “talkie.” 

This was because of his remark- 

ably powerful stage presence, culti- 

vated in his early youth when he 

appeared with Richard Mansfield. 

Ince was born in Boston, Mass., 

in 1887, and educated there. His 

first screen work, following Mans- 

field’s “The College Widow” was 

the “Tineoln” role in Vitagraph’s 

series on the life of Abraham Lin- 
coln, 

Always interested in stagecraft, 

playwriting and play directing as 

well as acting, Ince turned to direct- 

ing silent pictures and_ eventually 

stopped acting in them almost en- 

tirely. When the first talkies came, 

however, there was an immediate de- 

mand for his services and a renewed 
interest on his part. 

His role in his latest talking pic- 

ture “Numbered Men,” constitutes 

one of the best-depicted villainous 

characters the vocal screen has wit- 

nessed. 

*““—D — —n Clever These 

Chinamen’’ 
A Chinese extra named Young 

Foo had a small part in “Num- 
bered Men,” First MNational’s 

prison drama now showing at the 

i Theatre. 

When the company went on lo- 

cation to a state convict camp 

to film road building “shots” and 

other exteriors of the picture, 

Director Mervyn LeRoy wanted 

another Chinaman. .He gave 

orders to the casting director to 

tell Young Foo that he was 

through, and send along another 

for the location. 

Arriving at the location, he was 

astonished to see Young Foo 

climb out of the bus that carried 

the extras. 

Me have two namee, velly 

fine!” Young Foo explained. 

“First they send for Young Foo. 

That me. Today they send for 

Ah Yet. That’s me too!” 



Conrad Nagel And Raymond Hackett 
Amo 

Bernice Claire In | 
First Non-Singing 

Vitaphone Role 

(ADVANCE NEWS) 

A very ingenious young lady is. 

Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

ing feminine role in “Numbered 

Mon 2-comimget0ctne 2. ce. ase 

Theatre 

Miss Claire’s entrance into motion 

pictures was only six months ago, 

but since then she has been given a 

variety ‘of parts which might have 

perturbed a less accomplished player 

because of the difference in talents 

required for each role. 

In “No, No, Nanette,” this young 

singing actress portrayed the role of 

a girl who comes from a small town 

to New York where she makes good 

on the stage. In “Spring Is Here,” 

she enacted the part of a girl of 

ordinary station in life, ambitious to 
sing’-and dance, who succeeds by: 
reason of sheer ability. 

These two were musical comedy 

roles demanding gay and lively ren- 

ditions of the numbers and animated, 

sparkling, interpretations of the 

characters. .- 

The role of the Russian peasant 
girl which she sang in the operetta, 

“The Song of the Flame,” demanded 

something of a more serious version 

of the musical numbers, which were 

executed by Miss Claire with the 

same natural ease and euphony as 

were the musical comedy roles. 

In “Numbered ‘Men,” this young 
player’s first straight dramatic part, 

she does not sing, but gives a finesse 

to the delineation of the character 
that would become an actress of many 
more years. of histrionic experience. 

In this, her fourth picture, she is| 
who takés up her abode 

in a farmhouse near the prison camp 

so that she can be near her convict 

sweetheart, whle awaiting the end 

of his ten year sentence. 

The melodramstié s 

arise in such «a stor; 

with delicate skill. 

New Phase of 
Crime Life in 

“Numbered Men” 
(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) 

First National’s sensational drama 

of a prison riot, “Numbered Men,” 

which has been widely discussed since 

it began production at the studio, 

will be seen locally when it opens 

at the Theatre. 

Based on Dwight Taylor’s_ play 

“Jail Break,” it depicts the secret 

spy system of prisoners preparatory 

to a wholesale delivery from behind 

the bars, and the furious scenes of 

the mutiny. The story is laid almost 
entirely in a prison and convict, labor 

camp. In spite of the locale, a 

romance between a youthful convict 

and a girl on the “outside” is the 
predominating element in the dra- 

matic tale. 

Conrad Nagel as a “good conduct” 

prisoner, Bernice Claire as the girl, 

and Raymond Hackett as the youth 

are the three featured players. 

Others in the cast of prominent 

character players are Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Inee, Maurice Black, William 

Holden, Blanche Frederici, Ivan 

Linow, George Cooper and Frederic 

Howard. 

“Numbered Men” has taken a new 

phase of crime life to bring to the 

sereen, and has been called one of 

the most novel of the stories of 

erooks and the law. It was directed 

by Mervyn Le Roy from the screen 

adaptation of Al Cohn and Henry 

McCarty. 

‘tuations which 

are handled 

Self-Sacrificing Hero 

Conrad Nagel in “Numbered Men’ 
atthe:=— . a Theatre 

Cut No. 11 Cut 15c Mat 5c 

Actor; Athlete 

Ralph Ince, who plays the part of 

“King” Callahan, the domineering 

gangster in the penitentiary scenes of 

“Numbered Men,” now at the 

ee Theatre, is quite an athlete. 

He is an accomplished tennis player, 

a swimmer, and a boxer, and ap- 

peared in a number of amateur bouts 

some years ago. 

oth odd 
ein 

Raymond Hackett, although a com- 

parative newcomér to the sereen, has 

distinguished himself as one of the 

real dramatic finds since the advent 

of the talkies. He is now appearing 

in “Numbered Men” at the 

What Goes On Behind 
The Bars When a Thous- 

and Frenzied Men Dash 
For Freedom? 

NUMBERED 
_ MIN 

with 

CONRAD NAGEL 

BERNICE CLAIRE 
RAYMOND 
HACKETT 

Directed by MERVYN LEROY 

Cut No.2 Cut 20c Mat 5c 

A FIRST NATIONAL & 
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the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products. 
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“Broken Nosed 

Brigade” Sought 
For Film Scenes 

Type Players Background 
For Prison Story In 

Numbered Men’’ 

(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) 

Hollywood’s famous “broken nosed 
brigade” was called forth in full 

strength to appear in First National’s 

big dramatic special, “Numbered 

Men,” which is coming to the A Ge 

: Theatre a Wie 
Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett in the featured 

roles. 

“The Broken Nosed Brigade” is a 

term used by casting directors to 
designate ex-prize-fighters and wrest- 

lers who appear in pictures where 

formidable faces and grotesque, even 

horrible appearance is needed. Be- 

sides the fighters there are many other 

human gargoyles who compose the 

1900 extras so designated in the cast- 

ing director’s list. 

Mervyn Le Roy, who directed 

“Numbered Men,” required nearly a 

hundred of the choicest to enact the 

roles of the more grotesque among 

inmates of a penitentiary used in the 

picture. The story, based on Dwight 

Taylor’s original play of prison life, 

deals with “inside” facts about not 

only the inside of prison life, but the 

surprising connections maintained 

with the outer world. 

Besides being a high-powered drama 

with an authentic prison and road- 
eamp background, “Numbered Men’ 

has a charming love story interwoven 

with its action..In the action itself 
one of the hichlic ig.a ison ant. 

break similar to those which have 
startled the nation recently. Not 

only the break itself but its causes 
are depicted in the picture. 

The cast is all-star, with Tully 

Marshall, Ralph. Ince, Maurice Black, 

William Holden, Blanche Frederici, 

Ivan Linow, George Cooper and other 

favorites supporting the featured 

trio. 

ROMANCE PLAYS 
BIG PART IN NEW 

PRISON FILM 

(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) 

The real facts about our peniten- 

and riots such as those that have 

startled the world recently, are set 

forth as the background of a very 

dramatic First National picture com- 

tothe Se eae Theatre. 

“Numbered Men” is the title of 
the picture, and its featured players 

are Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett. Mervyn LeRoy di- 

rected the picture, which was based 
on the sensational prison drama of 
the stage by Dwight Taylor. 

Primarily an unusual romance, 

physical thrills and high drama as 

well as much comedy are supplied by 

the prison background in “Numbered 

Men.” In both senses of the word, 

it is an “inside” story on prison life. 

Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, Ivan 

Linow, Blanche Frederici, Maurice 

Black, William Holden, George 

Cooper and other favorites have im- 

portant roles in the picture. The 
action takes place inside the grin 

prison walls, and outside at road 

work camps, High drama is evolved 

by the sacrifice of ten years of free- 

dom on ‘the part of one honor-convict 

for the sake of a young couple who 

love each other and cannot marry 

until the man is freed. 

Some of the startling elements 

about the prison life revelations of 

“Numbered Men” are connected with 

the importance of the relations of 

prisoners with the outside world and 

“polities.” The more important 

prisoners are by no means “buried 
alive” in a penal institution, and this, 

along with the workings of “the honor 

system” and a great jail-break are 

vital parts of the story. 
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ng Screen’s Foremost Dramatic Stars 
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Ball and Chain Obsolete 

ra Panaee 

Ince Lincoln Portrayer 
Ralph Ince, who plays an important 

role in “Numbered Men” which comes 

to the Theatre on .... 

..., was the first actor ever to take 

the role of Abraham Lincoln on the 

screen. Ince took-the role of Lincoln 

innumerable times in the days when 

three reel pictures of civil war days 

were popular. He later became a 

well known director, but has never 

lost his taste for acting. He appears 

in the role of a convict in this First 

National picture. 

The ball and chain, which is al- 

ways symbolical of penitentiary life, 

is in reality as dead as the dodo bird. 

It hasn’t been used in prisons for 

years, it is pointed out by Mervyn 

Le Roy, director of “Numbered Men” 

NOW: Ot= (NO. a. ew Prisoners 

are never in chains in a prison. 

Recently following the Canyon City 

riot in Colorado the ball and chain 

was revived as a disciplinary measure _ 

for the first time in years. 

THE HOME OF TeaE YVETAPHONE 

On Their Way 
To Freedom 

Death! 

Crazy courage! One chance in 
a million to get through. Their 
story was written by Fate with 
a pen dripping the ink of Life. 
The screen shows it ALL! 

Adapted from stage play 
“Jailbreak” by Dwight 
Taylor. Directed by 
MERVYN LEROY. 

with 

CONRAD 

NAGEL 
BERNICE 

AIRE Cut No. 4 
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Newspaper Contests! Lobby 
Stunts! Street Ballyhoos! 

PLAY UP THESE ANGLES 
IN SELLING THE PICTURE 

The timeliness of the story. 
‘The romance behind the jailbreaks. 

The honor system. 

Actual shots of San Quentin where much 
rs of the picture was made. 

The excellent cast. 

The marvelous direction. 

The inside story of prison riots. 

The riot itself with hundreds of convicts 
in one mad dash for freedom. 

Keep your exploitation dignified. 

Newspaper Newspaper 

Contest 

Here is a chance to arouse in- 
tensive reader discussion of a topic 

that has been continually headlined 

in newspapers everywhere. 
Through the columns of your local 

sheet, offer prizes of tickets to 

“Numbered Men” for the best argu- 

ment for or against the present day 

“honor system” in éffect in many 
State and Federal prisons. Explain 
in your announcement that the 

temptation to escape under lessened 
supervision of convicts placed upon 

) Bont role’ is vividly sees 

a ee. eg it good sedis ‘to — 

“a ward ‘Numbered Men’ with more 
freedom of action for good conduct 

records.”” Ask the question, should 

this ‘Honor system’ be confined to 

lesser offenders against society, and 

short term prisoners or is there too 

much coddling generally of prisoners. 

Has anyone a better solution for 

encouraging discipline than the 

‘honor systems’ now in vogue? 

Publish the best of these articles 
daily during period of contest and 

appoint as judges besides the editor 

of cooperating paper, local police 

and prison officials. Illustrate each 
day’s contest story with scenes from 

“Numbered Men.” 

Unusual Street 

Stunt 

Here is an idea that will sell 

“Numbered Men” in a big way and 
make every man and boy a walking 
ad for the picture. 

Have a few thousand tags made 

up with string attached, by which 

they can be tied to the lapels of 

coats. On these tags have printed 
on both sides “NUMBERED MEN” | ——________————————_ 
MINE IS (serial number). These 

tags should be numbered serially 

from 1 up to the last of amount 
printed. Place these tags in small 

envelopes bearing following copy. 

THIS MAY BE A LUCKY 

NUMBER! 

WEAR THIS TAG IN PLAIN 

VIEW! 

and watch for the ticket of 

Leave Convicts who are about 

town and have a list of the 

entitling 100 lucky numbers 

“Numbered Men” to Free Tick- 

ets to see this thrilling photo- 

drama at the Blank Theatre. 

Every tag worn in plain view will 
be inspected. 

Convicts! 
Watch for the 

Distribute these envelopes con- 

taining tags through every medium 

at your command to all males. Put 

god es” Se meeach 
| a separ- 

ate list of lucky numbers. If two 

“inspectors” are used furnish each 

with one half the entire list and so 

on. They are to approach every per- 

son wearing a tag and note the num- 
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Contest 

With the co-operation of your 

local newspaper arrange a contest 

offering prizes to the persons hav- 

ing the nearest thumbprint to that 

of Conrad Nagel’s and Bernice 

Claire’s. 

How closely does your thumbprint 

resemble these 

Bernice Claire’s 
Thumbprint 

Cut No. 22 

Conrad Nagel’s 
Thumbprint 

Cut 20c Mat 5c 

Try this one in conjunction with 

or independently of the newspaper 

finger-print tie-up. 

Arrange in various spots in the 

lobby or in the front of the theatre 
large sheets of white paper mounted 

on @ compo board for a stiffener. 
In the center of the sheet have an 
enlargement of the fingerprints of 
Bernice Claire and Conrad Nagel 
mounted. It would be easier to keep 
track of the stunt if the prints of 
Claire and Nagel are mounted on 
separate sheets. 

Imprint the following at the top 
of each sheet: 

Five pairs of passes will be given 
to those persons whose finger 
prints most nearly represent Con- 
rad Nagel’s and Bernice Claire’s. 
They will be seen here in “Num- 
bered Men” on 

The way to work this stunt is 
to have a Bertillon or black ink 
pad handy so that any person wish- 
ing may make an impression on 
the paper, pencil a ring around his 
thumbprint, and autographing same 
for identification. 

Perhaps it would be worth the 
extra expense when announcing the 
winners to print their finger print 
with the listing of the names. 

SS SS Seon 

ber and compare with list. If not 
included on his jist he informs the 
tag-wearer that.Jthe other convict 
has another list| and that he still 
has a chance to jin. 

This-stunt ea~ be tied up with 
stores by arrangij (S and department 
a ‘Convict’ in sethe to advertise that 
Men” will be a{Preh for “Numbered 
certain hour. T'@o.and-so store at a 
for special ne presents an angle 
by.-cooperating | \ aper ads placed 

\ srchants, 

Poster 

Cutouts 

In “Numbered Men,” the 24-sheet 

lends itself particularly to marquee 

display purposes. The menacing 

figure of Ralph Ince placed over the 

marquee and spotted in a green spot 

or flood light is a great attention 

getter. Or mounted on a truck it 

goes great as a street ballyhoo. 

Similar use may be made of the six 

sheet. The cutout heads on the three 

sheets are admirable for any num- 

ber of purposes—lobby trims, shadow 

box, decorative base for art panels, 

and tieup window displays. 

The value of the poster cutouts 

cannot be underestimated. They can 

be put to many uses and are away 

from the routine of usual display 

material. Neatly executed cutouts 

are units that find ready acceptance 

from cooperating dealers who or- 

dinarily bar the standard type of. 

tieup trim from their windows. 

Special Preview 

Run a special preview of “Num- 

bered Men” and invite the local 

newspaper men, police, court, prison 

and the local political officers. Run 

their official statements in connec- 

tion with your local ads. 

Word your invitation so that the 

ae menple invited will expect Something 

RR Tout of the ordinary. 

Lobby Easel 

Mount the following excerpt from 

Oscar Wilde’s poem Ballad of Read- 

ing Gaol on an easel. Set 

your lobby and illustrate the poem 

with appropriate stills from the 

This type of lobby is a 

good. attention getter 

builder. 

“T never saw a man who looked 

With such a wistful eye- 

Upon that little rent of blue 

Which prisoners call the sky, 

And at every drifting cloud that 

went 

With sails of silver by. 

it in 

picture. 

and sales 

Souvenir 

Photos 

Every movie fan in the world 

would welcome the opportunity to 

secure an autographed photo of 

Bernice Claire and no better way 

to fill that certain off matinee or 

“supper” show with a _ capacity 

audience can be devised than to 

advertise a special Souvenir Photo 

Performance. 

These photos ordered in quanti- 

ties are reasonable in cost and can 

be secured through your exchange. 

Vitaphone 

Accessories 

Available at your local exchanges 

are many Vitaphone accessories that 
will help you cash in on the million 
dollar Vitaphone advertising cam- 
paign. Free trade mark cuts and 
mats; Vitaphone slug cuts; Vita- 
phone paper and a free Vitaphone 
24-sheet are on hand. Ask your ae- 

cessory manager. 

Some Don’ts To Watch In | 

Advertising And Exploitation 

Don’t sell ‘“Numbered Men” as just an- 
other jail break story. It’s a big, dramatic 
love story told with a prison background. 

Don’t decorate the front of your theatre 
to look like a prison. Keep it etc. 

Don’t mix into politics either by statement 
or implication. 

Don’t glorify convicts. 

Don’t have striped convicts parading. 

Don’t forget the romantic angle of this 
picture. 

WHIRLWIND CAMPAIGN 

By whirlwind campaign in this 
instance, we refer to a concentrated 

drive for a box-office record, bring- 

ing into play the augmented adver- 
tising mediums you would usually 

employ, doubled and tripled, to- 
gether with every other exploitation 
medium than can _ constructively 

hook up with these units. “Num- 
bered Men” is the biggest picture 

you have ever played. That is a 
fact you must sell to your public 

in the most convincing way you 

have 2 ever sold anything. 
__ SAME Uy lt 
Di A , 
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The posters and other accessories 

on “Numbered Men” are of strictly 
big-time calibre, the liberal use of 
which is bound to accentuate the im- 

portance of this wonderful attrac- 

tion. Beg, borrow and steal every 

stand location in town. Plaster every 

available ‘shot? with the smaller 
posters. Lithograph every empty 

window. Bill the limit with window 
cards. Herald the town like it has 

never been heralded before, 

SUPPLEMENTARY BILLING 

Don’t be satisfied in grabbing off 

every standard poster location. 
Send out a “bueket brigade’ along 
the highways, the site of buildings 
under construction and being dis- 

mantled, barns, fences and every 
available spot where a snipe can be 
posted. For this campaign get out 

type one and three sheets with copy 

similar to following: 

“NUMBERED: MEN” 

Tells the Inside 

Story of Jail 

_ Riots 

with 

Conrad Nagel 
Bernice Claire 

Raymond Hackett 

Strand Next Week 

Get out tack cards with same copy 
and “hit” every post, tree and spot 
available. No matter where a person 
turns let your “Numbered Men” mes- 

sage meet his gaze. 

PLACE CARD 

This unit in itself establishes 

class. Deliver generous supplies of 

neatly executed place cards bearing 

copy suggested here, to managers of 

principal hotels, and headwaiters 

of your leading restaurants and 

cabarets. These should be welcomed 

on account of the gesture of friend- 
liness these cards embody for their 

guests and patrons. The usual com- 
plimentaries for the co-operating 

parties are in order and arrange that 

in the ease of hotels, these cards are 

wiloeadin_oach_mail box rrnder the Me 

glass top of desk in rooms and in™ 

restaurants at the plate of each 
patron. Here is your copy. 

WE LIKE TO FEEL THAT 

YOU ARE OUR HONORED 

GUEST, BECAUSE YOU EN- 

JOY THE GOOD THINGS IN 

LIFE, APPRECIATE OUR 

EFFORTS TO PLEASE AND 

OUR PERSONAL PLEASURE 

IN MAKING YOU WELCOME. 

MIGHT WE SUGGEST FOR 

YOUR FURTHER ENJOY- 

MENT, THE WITNESSING 

OF THAT HIGHLY RECOM- 

MENDED ATTRACTION, 

“NUMBERED MEN” AT THE 

STRAND THEATRE. 

THE MANAGEMENT 

With a slight alteration of copy, 

these cards are ideal for taxis and 

bus lines, also as counter cards in 

leading stores and smart shops. 

PAPER BAGS 

An additional angle is furnished 

here, namely supplying one or more 

grocers with a few thousand stan- 

dard sized paper bags carrying the 
following imprint. 

THANK YOU. CALL AGAIN. 
IN FURTHER APPRECIA- 
TION MIGHT WE MAKE A 
SUGGESTION THAT WILL 
MAKE YOUR SHOPPING EX- 
PEDITION ALL THE MORE 
PROFITABLE. BY ss aed 
MEANS - SEE “NUMBERED 
MEN” AT THE STRAND. 

Watch The Newspapers 
for headline news about jails. Clip 

the stories and enlarge them for 

lobby and outside display. Dress 

them up with stills from the picture, 

and catchlines reading “This is what 

happens in ‘Numbered Men’” etc. 



Ideas! Ideas! Ideas! Practical 
Exploitation Stunts That Are TATION Cheap and Effective! 

Jantzen Tie-up 

The above picture illustrates the 
novel frames and photographs that 

have been supplied to Jantzen deal- 

ers for counter display and window 

trim. This is just one of the many 

tie-up accessories prepared by the 

Jantzen Knitting Mills to make 

your exploitation arangements with 

local Jantzen distributors as easy 

as possible. 

Alexander Gray and Bernice Claire 

are featured in an international Ex- 

ploitation arrangement between the 

Jantzen Knitting Mills, Portland, 

Oregon and First National Pictures, 

Ine. Your local Jantzen dealer is 

ready to cooperate with you in the 

way of window displays and other 

exploitation stunts. Get to work on 

this tie-up now. 

sanuvwar WY w 
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NUMBER 1 ON YOUR LIST OF 

WHAT TO SEE. 

GLARING REVELATIONS — 

AMAZING DISCLOSURES — 

STARTLING EXPOSURES. 

* * * 

AN INNOCENT MAN TRADES 

A NAME FOR A NUMBER. 

* * * 

SENSATIONAL PICTURIZA - 

TION OF THE FOREMOST TOPIC 

OF TODAY. 

WHOSE WAS THE GREATER 

CLAIM, LOVE OR THE LAW? 

National 

Frock T ieup 

A number of First National stars 

are identified with the popular and 

stylish line of gowns, known to the 

trade as Leading Lady Frocks. 

Bernice Claire has had one of the 

most alluring models named after 

her. In every town and city “main- 

taining exclusive gown dealers you 

will find one or more leading de- 

partment stores or specialty shops 

that feature this line. Special ac- 

cessories and window trim material 

is available on the Bernice Claire 

Leading Lady Frock and by all 

means make an immediate contact 

with these cooperating manufac- 

turers the moment your “Numbered 

Men” playdates are set. Write to 

MR. AARON METCHIK, FASHION 

ADVERTISING CO., 313 West 37th 

Street, New York, N. Y. and ask 

him to specify their dealer in your 

city. Mr. Metchik, will set the 

wheels in motion immediately and 

see that the maximum of co-opera- 

tion is assured. 

As goon as you are able to contact 

the dealer in question, supply him 

with suitable additional tieup win- 

dow trim such as mounted stills, 

poster cutouts, usual hand-lettered 

tieup show-card, ete. 

These. frocks are also excellent as 

prizes for any contest or special 

stunt you may put over in connec- 

tion with this picture. ae 

Tabloid 

Newspaper 

In addition to giving out the usual 

heralds make up throwaways in the 

form of a tabloid newspaper. Fill 

it full of cuts from the pictures and 

stories ~ written in pseudo-tabloid 

style. 

Invite local merchants to ‘take 

space in the paper (thereby sharing 

in cost of printing with you) and 

use these merchants as distribution 

centers for the papers. 

Feature 

Trailer 

The soul-stirring, action filled 

trailer on “Numbered Men” is noth- 

ing short of a feature on any pro- 

gram. It will prove as welcome and 

entertaining as any unit on your bill, 

if scheduled in each performance at 

least a week in advance of your 

“Numbered Men” opening. 

Tense dramatic moments, glimpses 

of the men rioting, tender romantic 

moments, and other highlights from 

the picture will work up an en- 

Sporting Store 

Tie-up STARS TIED IN 
Through a carefully planned and 

comprehensive arrangement with the 

national advertising agency handling 

the account of LaFrance Rings, ex- 
hibitors can take advantage of splen- 

did cooperation from your leading 

local jewelers. Among the First Na- 

tional stars tied in with these ex- 
ceptionally attractive and~ popular 

novelty rings are Bernice Claire, 

Alexander Gray and Noah Beery. 

Individual rings in which are 

mounted beautiful semi - precious 
gems have been named after these 

stars and will be featured in the 
jeweler’s displays concurrent with 
your “Numbered Men” campaign. 

An array of special display acces- 
sories featuring the First National 

stars in question are supplied to all 

dealers handling these beautiful, 
nationally advertised rings. This 

product is receiving continuous in- 

tensive exploitation playing up 

First National stars in any number 

of widely circulated publications, 
including the Sat. Eve. Post. 

Every LaFrance’ salesman is 

equipped with a special promotion 

and campaign folio and every dealer 

in the country is presented with full 
tieup details and complete outline of 

the cooperative possibilities. 

HOW TO CASH IN 
The moment your playdate on 

“Numbered Men” is set, notify MR. 

JOHN SCHUMAN, THE BIOW 

Arrange with your local sporting 

goods stores for windows playing 

up the angle of how these “num- 

bered men” fought for the privilege 

of getting in the good conduct room 

so as to get the use of sporting 

goods and the privilege of being out 

in the open. 

Parade of “Num- 
-bered Men” 
(Sandwich Men) 

Have a string of sandwich men 

dressed in convict gray parade thru 
the main streets of your town ¢ar- 

rying copy somewhat as follows: 

They call us 
‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

Is Love Mightier 
Than the Law? 

‘LAFRANCE RINGS NATIONAL TIE-UP 

COMPANY, INC., 521 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK,, N. Y. and he will 
start the ball rolling immediately. 
You will be advised who their deal-. 

ers are in your city and also see that 
these jewelers follow the campaign. 

plans. This will mean special eo- 
operative window displays, featuring 

the special accessories and the rings 

identified with Bernice Claire. In 
many cases the jeweler’s newspaper 

advertising will play up this tieup 

angle. Supply these dealers with 

whatever supplementary window 
trim they may require including 

neatly executed poster cutouts, 

mounted stills, tieup showeard, ete. 

WINDOW TRIM UNITS 
Reproduced upon this page is a 

fac-simile of one of the attractive 

window and counter displays sup- 

plied all LaFrance dealers. The pic- 
tures of First National stars are 
inserts of the substitution of the 

stars in question is made (in this 
instance Bernice Claire) during 

period of tieup. This accessory is 

made up in silver on black with 
green velvet pads for ring display. 

ADDITIONAL DISPLAYS 
Another attention arresting win- 

dow trim unit is an art display card 

of silver and blue 12 x 15 which 
carries likenesses“of First National 

stars and their direct hookup with: 

LaFrance Rings. Reprints of the na- 

tional ads are also available. 
What Causes 
Prison Riots? 

How Much of a Part 
Does Love Play? — 

thusiasm and box office demand never 

before equaled through this splendid 

exploitation medium. 

The “Numbered Men” de luxe ~ 

trailer is an asset you cannot afford { 

to ignore. 

Helbros Watch 

National Tie-up 

Helbros Watch Company, manu- 

facturers and distributors of one of 

the most beautiful and popular lines 

of wrist watches in the world, have 

named one of their most attractive 

models in honor of Bernice Claire. 

The exploitation features in con- 

nection with this big national tieup 

are many and varied and exhibitors 

are assured of 100 percent coopera- 

tion from all local Helbros dealers. 

The moment “Numbered Men” play- 

dates are set, write to Mr. Samuel 

J. Baril, Helbros Watch Company, 

48 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 

and he will put you in touch with 

their dealer in your city, see that 

complete campaign material is forth- 

coming and -outline a proposition 

whereby you ean cash in on this 

Theatre 

‘‘Numbered Men’’ 
Theatre 

Street 

Ballyhoo 

Have'a man dressed as’ a guard 

leading two blood hounds with the 

following theatre billing tied on 

their bodies: Ses: 

We're going to trail King Cal- 

lahan, the escaped convict in “Num- 

bered Men” at the The- 

atre on 

live wire proposition. 

Truck 

Ballyhoo 

Have a truck going thru the main 

streets of the town bannered on the 

story and theatre. To attract atten- 

tion to the truck equip it with a 

“NUMBERED MEN” 

is a story on what 

the newspapers are 

featuring in their 

headlines every day. 

BILL 
it 

BIG 

large siren. Use the following copy. 

What Is The Cause of 

Jailbreaks? 

See the Answer at the Stranc 

In ‘‘Numbered Men”’ 

Is Love Mightier Than 

The Law 

See ‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

Theatre 

|| REAL LAFRANCE COOPERATION 

| Reproduced below is = es . 

tS 8é di, : * ~ Sees 

ac-simile of the special instruction sheet LaFrance 
peeir dealers. The same goes to prove the splendid 
—Siret National ex}*hi*57-3—canex pect us su0l 

you contact your local jeweler. 
r) i aft ad pel ivi = 

INSTRUCTION SHEET 
For the POWERFUL NEW = 

LAFRANCE MERCHANDISING HELPS! 

1. 
Find out from the nearest theatre showing First National Pictures, 

when it will be showing pictures featuring the stars listed below. Show 
in your windows the very La FRANCE Rings named after these stars 
... in aseries of smashing displays, during the run of their pictures. 

STAR: BING. SIAR RING 
Doug. Fairbanks, Jr 1725 Alice White 5270 
Jack Mulhall 1715 Lois Wilson 5363 
Noah Beery 2085 Dorothy Mackail 5366 
Alexander Gray 1720 Bernice Claire 5135 
Chester Morris 1705, Lila Lee 1377 
Sydney Blackmer 1710 Loretta Young 5250 

Place in your windows, along with the new La FRANCE Display and 

Easeled Reprint of the beautiful Saturday Evening Post advertise- 

ment, other display material and photographs to be secured from 

local theatre managers. Don’t be afraid to ask for their cooperation 

... every First National exhibitor has been advised about La FRANCE’S 

“Tie-up” with the First National Stars. They will work with you! 

Back up the great news appeal of your window display with a well- 

timed series of newspaper advertisements (shown on the cut and 

copy sheet enclosed). Offer free Souvenir Photos of First National 

Stars (furnished by LaFrance Merchandising Dept.) to these who cut 

out and bring in your advertisements. Order your “mat” require- 

ments at once on the enclosed return postcard; they will be sent free. 

3. 

Arrange “Screen Star” contests with theatres... get your name into 

their lobbies . . .. get their name into your window. And remember! 

that the local theatre managers’ experience in merchandising tie-ups 

and contests can help you... and is at your service. 

4. 
LaFRANCE JEWELRY COMPANY 

Jackson Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The LAFRANCE Screen Star Tie-up adds untold sales appeal to your 

store and to the LaAFRANCE Rings you carry—a live powerful News 

Interest that can be turned into direct sales! Swing solidly behind the plan! 

R-KNOB ENVELOPES 
This unique advertising medium is called 

| to your attention, owing to its extreme 
economical value. The accompanying illus- 
tration shows how it is used. The same not 
only safely protects the enclosure but pro- 
vides for a headline or teaser message on 
the outside. It insures 100 percent distribu- 
tion of all heralds, throwaways, advertising 
novelties and can be sealed. 

IT HANGS SECURELY ON THE DOOR- 
KNOB, attracting undivided attention. 
This Door-Knob Envelope is ideal for use 

y in the “Herald Stunt’? idea funished on this 

page. 
“— DOOR-KNOB ENVELOPES DIRECT FROM 

CHAAIN ADVERTISING SYNDICATE, Inc. 
2 West 43rd Street, New York, N. Y. 

The following grades and sizes are recommended. 
Kraft 20lb, No. 6% (size 354 x 6%) 
Price 5 to 9M $6.00 per M.—10 to 24M $5.00 per M. 
Kraft 20lb. No! 10% (size 43% x 934) ae 
Price 5 to 9M $6.50 per M.—10 to 24M $5.50 per M. 

o4 - 
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Vitaphone Makes Life-likely Realistic 
The Marvelously Te 

Giother Hollywood WANTED NEW FILM 

LOCALE: GOT IT 
IN PRISON 

(ADVANCE—VITAPHONE) 

Mervyn Le Roy, the youngest as 

well as one of the cleverest of motion 

picture directors, was in search of a 

new background for a movie—and 

he found it in prison! 

Le Roy. spent a week in San 
Quentin, but the stay was voluntary. 

He did it to get accurate “atmos- 

phere” for an entirely new sort of 

prison drama, “Numbered Men,” 

which he then directed for First Na- 

tional, 

Paradox! 

Conrad Nagel is Hollywood’s 

paradox; for instance, he goes to 

church, sings in the choir, is a 

noted philanthropist prominent 

in all charitable work—and plays 

some of the best “crook roles” 

on the screen! 

Nagel, at his best, is featured 

with Bernice Claire and Raymond 

Hackett. at the head of an all- 

star cast*in First National’s 

“Numbered Men.” Mervyn LeRoy 

directed this highly dramatic 
3 3 eee When “Numbered Men” comes to 

Vitaphone picture, which is com-|/in, 2... Theatre, where ‘it 
ing to the ..:..........-6ese will head: the bil fer =. 3495. 
SUNOSULO. Sores a a te days, beginning = ts es , the 

SW iiberod Mon” is based: on effects of Le Roy’s voluntary prison 

experience will be seen. The power- 

Dwight Taylor’s famous stage fully dramatic, intensely human 

play, and like the play gives a ||story has accurate and _ realistic 
true picture of prison life, and prison backgrounds for its entire 

locale. Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire a startling one. The prison back- 

ground, inside the grim walls, out 

on the roads with the gangs, and 

at the convict farms, constitute 

the entire background for the 

plot, and it is an intensely in- 

teresting one. 

Against that background, 

fascinating love story and drama 

with plenty of punch and action 

is enacted. 

Ralph Ince, Tully Marshall, 

Maurice Black, William Holden, 

Ivan Linow, George Cooper and 

other favorites appear in the all- 

star cast. 

and Raymond Hackett head the east. 

Not all of it takes place behind 

the grim walls, however. Some of it 

is at a convict labor camp, some on 

the road with the road gang, and 

some at a farm house near where the 

road gang works. There some of the 

most dramatic scenes of the picture 

take place. 

Nagel takes the character of an 

outstanding type of crook who, in 

the end, makes a great sacrifice for 

the happiness of the lovers, Miss 

Claire and Hackett. Ralph Ince ap- 

pears in a villainous role, participat- 

ing in-a thrilling and unusual scene 

of prison riot and jail break. Tully 

Marshall and. other favorites. have 

{fine parts. 
I 

\ 
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“Numbered Men” 
Coming To ...... 

Theatre. ...... 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett head the all-star 

cast of “Numbered Men,” a very 

high-powered dramatic “special com- 

ing to the Theatre 

“Numbered Men” is a Vitaphone 

production by First National, based 

on the story and play by Dwight 

Taylor. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 

picture, which deals realistically with 

prison life, the honor system, the life 

of road gangs, and a highly dramatic 

jail break. 

These subjects, however, are merely 

a novel background for a strikingly 

unusual love story, that is woven into 

the tense drama of prison intrigue, 

showing that while isolated from the 

world, a whole little world goes on 

inside the walls. Gangsters strive 

to kill one another for wrongs suffered 

“outside,” men “inside”? plot against 

men “outside,” men “outside” plot 
against men “inside.” 

In the all-star supporting cast are 

Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, Maurice 
Black, William Holden, Blanche 

Frederici, Ivan Linow, George Cooper 

and Frederick Howard. With them 

are some of the most picturesque and 

tough-looking extras ever gathered 

for a picture. 

Nagel’s role is one of the best he 

has ever played. He is a convicted 

counterfeiter, an honor prisoner who 

is permitted to go out with the road 

gang, a politician within the prison 

iss Claire, the hi 

~ What Causes Jail Riots? 
How much of a part 

does love _ play? 

What gives these 

numbered men the 

crazy courage that 

sends them rushing 

in wicked frenzy to 

freedom or ruin? 

Cut No.7 

‘ Cut 4oc 

\, Aat roc 

—oe.> who has made such a i 
es ia. important films as “No, No, 

“ond “Song of the Flame,” 

takes her firs: nen-musical film role 
in “Numbered Men” and proves a 

fine actress. 

“NUMBERED MEN” 
IS FILM BASED ON 

BIG JAIL RIOT 

(ADVANCE—VITAPHONE) 

A new type of dramatic event was 

chosen by First National Studio in 

pasa rs 

producing ‘Numbered Men,”  all- 

talking Vitaphone picture, coming 

Coe ee +to-the=.: 3 _Bhleatre, 

The story is based on a prison 

mutiny, in which long term and life 

prisoners risk everything, including 

their lives to escape from jail. 

A well-known judge said recently: 

“The ‘jail break,’ or co-operative at- 

tempt by many men to eseape serv- 

‘ng sentences, is a new.phase of crime 

development in the United States. 
These attempts are in most cases di- 

rected from the outside, and are as 

carefully planned as the human mind 

can imagine. Fortunately, they rarely 

succeed, but it demands the utmost 

vigilance on the part of guards and 

wardens to frustrate them.” 

As can be expected, “Numbered 

Men” is packed with drama and sus- 

pense. It is mostly a tale of men, 

but romance, too, exists in the prisov 

life depicted in a boy and girl friend- 

ship in the environs of a _ convict 

labor camp. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, and 

Raymond Hackett are featured. The 

story, which is adapted from Dwight 

Taylor’s play, “Jail Break,” occurs 

mostly behind the bars. When the 

prison mutiny starts, the boy is in- 

voluntarily drawn into it, although he 

has but a short time before he can 

rejoin his sweetheart. 

Nagel appears as a “good conduct” 

prisoner, Miss Claire, a charming 

new screen personality, is the girl 
on the outside, and Hackett is the 

youth. In the all-star cast of promi- 

nent characters are Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, William 

Holden, Blanche Frederici, Ivan 

Linow, George Cooper and Frederic 

Howard. 
Mervyn Le Roy directed this First 

National picture. 

nse Mutiny Scenes ! 
é 

They Call Them 

‘ 

Cut No. 18 Cut 4oc Mat roc 

Gone is their country. Gone are 

their loves. Gone is everything 

but hope. Just numbers among 

other numbers. 

But their souls still live. Their 

desires still burn. Their hearts 

still cry for the pleasures they see 

from behind steel bars. 

Is it any wonder they go stir- 
crazy? 

Fate wrote their story with a steel 

pen, dripping the ink of life. 

Now the camera creeps into their 

souls to capture all their hidden 

thoughts and strange secrets. 

You'll see their INSIDE STORY 

dramatically depicted by 

CONRAD NAGEL 
BERNICE CLAIRE 
RAYMOND HACKETT 
Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 

Wm. Holden, Tully Marshall 

Adapted from the stage play “Jailbreak” 
by Dwight Taylor 

Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 

A First National & Vitaphone Picture 

Begins Tomorrow At The 

STRAND 
Nagel Noted For Enunciation 
Although Conrad Nagel, who ap- 

pears in “Numbered Men,’ now at 

the Theatre, has been on 

the screen for some time, it remained 

for the advent of talking pictures 

to discover his greatest quality was 

his splendid voice. It is claimed that 

Nagel has better enunciation than 

any other actor in Hollywood. 

Prison Scenes In Factory 
A large factory in Southern Cali- 

fornia was rented and put into opera- 

tion for prison scenes of “Numbered 

Men,” now at.-the -<...-.... The- 

atre. It was of course impossible 

actually to take these scenes behind 

the walls of the penitentiary, because 

of the disturbance of discipline and 
the possibility of riot. 

\ 

\ 
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““Numbered Men” Gwes An Intimate Glimpse_ 
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Sensational Prison 
Story Announced 

For .... Theatre 

Raymond Hackett, Conrad 
Nagel and Bernice Claire 

In Vitaphone Film 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 

VITAPHONE) 
“Numbered Men,” the new and sen- 

sational romance laid behind prison 

bars, has been booked as the next 

talking picture at the 

Theatre, starting. 22s... as 5 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett head the all-star 

cast of this First National and Vita- 

phone melodrama, which touches 

upon an element of modern crime 

new to the screen. Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince Maurice Black, William 

Holden, Blanche Frederici, Ivan 

Linow, George Cooper, and others 

portray startling and unusual char- 

acters behind the bars, and on the 

“outside.” 
The story depicts events in the 

life of a boy, portrayed by Hackett, 

who has but a short time left to serve, 

but who is drawn against his will 

into a jail break. The penalty for 

participation is death or long im- 

prisonment. All phases of prison 

life are shown in “Numbered Men” 

as well as the sensational scenes of 

the “break,” said to be one of the 

most poignant dramatic depictions 

shown by a talkie. 
aa 

——“=~Nagel portrays a “good conduct” 

Go 
prisoner and Miss Claire, noted be- 

“fore as a screen singer, proves her 

a 

right to be called one of the most 

talented of youthful actresses. A 

charming new screen personality, 

she devotes her abilities exclusively 

to drama in this role. 

“Numbered Men” is an adaptation 

of Dwight Taylor’s “Jail Break.” 

Al Cohn and Henry McCarthy wrote 

adaptation and dialogue. Mervyn 

LeRoy directed. 

Beciice Claire 
Now Talkie Star 
Continues Lessons 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire, who is featured 

with Conrad Nagel and Raymond 

Hackett in First National’s current 

Vitaphone attraction at the ........ 

Theatre, “Numbered Men,” is a noted 

opera and musical comedy prima 

donna, but she still takes singing 

lessons! 

Moreover, 

Alice 

her original teacher, 

Eggers of Oakland High 

Schools, still teaches her. Miss 

Eggers is now superintendent of 

musical arts in the high schools of 

the California city, but she flies to 

Los Angeles by airplane every week 

end to instruct the new movie star. 

Miss Claire was the protege of 

Jeritza, and when the famous opera 

star introduced her to the world as 

“the youngest prima donna,” the 

star’s accompanist, Emil Polak, was 
her teacher. Miss Ezggers, however, 

was her first instructor and it is to 

her that the new movie star attributes 

her original success in opera and 

musical comedy. 
“Numbered Men” is not a musical 

picture but a tense drama of prison 

life, with a novel love story and shift- 

ing elements of pathos, thrills and 

comedy running throughout. It is 

Miss Olaire’s fifth picture, but it 

marks her debut in a strictly dra- 

matic, non-musical role. : 

Mervyn Le Roy directed the pic- 

ture, in which such favorites as Tully 

Marshall, Ralph Ince, Ivan Linow, 

George Cooper, Maurice Black and 

others appear. 

AA ane 

Maurice Black, Ivan TMnow, George 

Cooper and Frederic H)ward. 

The story is based’ on Dwight 

Taylor’s stage hit, “afl Break.” <A 

big riot and escape i: one of the 

physical thrills of the, picture, but 

OF DIRECTORS BECAUSE 
OF NEW REQUIREMENTS 

—strangely enough, from the lay- 

Mechanics of Sound and Color Have so Im- 

proved Film, Other Departments Furnish- 
ing New Ideas to Keep Pace 

By JAY BRIEN CHAPMAN 

man’s naive view of prison life—a 

charming and novel love story oc- 

the most 

throughout the exciting reels. 

cupies important place 

(FEATURE—VITAPHONE OR SILENT) Explains “‘Stir Crazy” 
“Stir crazy” is a term used for a 

peculiar form of mild insanity which 

many men long confined in a peni- 

tentiary. It generally comes either 

from knowledge of hardships to loved 

ones outside, or from failure to hear 

from them. A vivid picture of prison 

life, woven around a riot, is given 

in “Numbered Men,” now at the 

‘“They say that since the talkies swept the country and the 

entertainment world, actors and actresses are so busy learning 

their lines at night and speaking them during the day that 

there is no longer any time for Hollywood parties,’’ remarks 

Mervyn Le Roy, noted young film director. 

‘Tf that’s so, consider the case of the film director, who 

since the talkies have arrived does at least twice as much as he 

ever did before. If players are kept busy, what about the man 
who must memorize all the lines, 

study all the costumes, check all the 

sets, psycho-analyze all the parts?” 

Le Roy was being interviewed in 

connection with a remarkable prison 

film he had just directed, “(Numbered 

Men,” a First National offering com- Cc 

Into The Lives Of The Men In The !‘Big House”’ 
| TALKIES TRIPLE WORK JERITZA PROTEGE 

Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

ing feminine role in “Numbered 

Men,’-now-atsthe > i. See The- 

atre, is a protege of Jeritza. She 

received her first singing instruction 

in Oakland High School. When she 

went to New York Jeritza was 

fascinated by her voice and put her 

under the tutelege of Emil Polak, 

Jeritza’s own voice instructor. 

| State Gets Free Road 
The state of California got about 

a half mile of road improved at the 

expense of First National Pictures 

while “Numbered Men,” now at the 
Theatre, was being filmed. 

The last part of the picture takes 

place in a convict road camp. First 

National hired 250 extras and in- 

troduced them to pick and _ shovel 

work and blasting on a section of 

road provided by the state of Cali- 

fornia. 

Ing to- the Ss ae Theatre ..... = C A 

Teen This picture, it is said, de- Begins ontinuous 

serves a place with “Harold Teen,” TOMORROW Performance 

“Broadway Babies” and “Show Girl 

in Hollywood” among the Le Roy 

hits. 

“Tt isn’t the mechanies that bring Live behind the bars 

more work for the directors. It’s for a few thrilling mo- 

the fact that improved photography, ment. See the convict a ‘ 

sound, color and other film improve- camps, labor gangs, Eee SG 

ments have made the mechanical side mess hall. Get the 

so real that the story side, acting feeling that sends these 

side, and directorial side must be men rushing in wicked 

much more realistic than ever be- frenzy to love or ruin. 

fore,” Le Roy explains. 

WN 
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“We are no longer satisfied with 

story situations, characters, even bits 

of business that are less real than 

the mechanics of the screen, now 

very noarlyl.capare st oe 
widj — 

“To get this realism we must do 

more in a shorter space of time than 

is necessary in preparing a stage 

play. Despite the real flesh-and-blood 

characters on the stage, stage pre- 

sentations are less real than motion 

pictures because of the closer view, 

more varied and intimate angles, and 

greater detail that in the talkie give 

the spectator the illusion of walking 

around among the film characters.” 

These matters mean more realistic 

thrills for the spectator and many 

times more work for the director 

and his staff, Le Roy points out.. He 

cites as evidence, facts in connection 

with the filming of “Numbered 

Men:” 

Preparation period before a film 

scene was taken, six weeks. His 

average working day during this 

period, fifteen hours. 

Two weeks were consumed in 

prison visits. San Quentin and. Fol- 

som were objects of intensive study 

by Le Roy and his technical staff, 

under the guidance of Clem Peoples, 

noted peace officer. 

With Peoples, Le Roy made the 

journey with several crooks from Los 

Angeles to “the big house,” inter- 

viewing them on the way and watch- 

ing them go through all the processes 

of becoming convicts. One was a 

second-degree murderer, sentenced to 

life; the other a pickpocket who had 

evaded capture for fifteen years. 

He interviewed nearly five hundred 

prisoners at several penitentiaries, in 

convict camps, road gangs and shops. 

Then he came back to the studio 

to begin the regular preparation for 

the picture, such as supervising the 

making of sets, costumes, and story | 

preparation, and the selection of 

players. 

By this great amount of careful 

preparation, however, “Numbered 

Men” will present at the . 

Theatre a Vitaphone tour of som 

of the country’s most noted prisons, 

convict camps and “honor systems,” 

combined into one continuous back- 

ground for a very punchy, realistic 

and human drama. 
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Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett are featured in 

“Numbered Men,” and among the 

prominent figures in the supporting 

east are Ralph Ince, Tully Marshall, 
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Sirens blow! Men shriek! 

A thousand frenzied con- 

victs break steel to face steel 

in one mad dash for free- 

dom. Anda girl’s hopes go 

up with the first blast! It’s 

as strong as the unwritten 

law that binds two young 

hearts. 
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‘“Numbered ‘Men’? Offers Love Interest 

Picture Company 
On Location In 

Convict Camp 

“Numbered Men,” Melodrama, 
Opens at With 

Nagel and Miss Claire 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

That Vies With Melodramatic Thrills 
Most Women Do Not/Plays Picture 
Wait For Convicted 

S reethearts 
} 
} 

(ADVANCE READER— 
ViITAPHONE) 

There are more than 100,000 wives 

and sweethearts in the United States 

today, according to estimates of 

prison authorities, who promised to 

A convict road camp of the Cali-| wait when their men were “sent up” 

fornia State Prison Board was the t 

location spot for many of the ex- 

terior scenes in “Numbered Men,” 

throughout’ the 

country. The figures were gathered 

0 penitentiaries 

First National and Vitaphone ro-| by Mervyn LeRoy, director of “Num- 

mance of a prisoner, which comes |bered Men,” the First National. Vita- 

PSS Sr cr eae to 2the} se os 

Theatre. 

The entire cast including Conrad 

Nagel, Bernice Claire, Raymond 

Hackett, and 200 movie “convicts,” 

phone production which comes to the 

on 

How many of them do? 

Very few, prison authorities state. 

lived two weeks in the camp, which| The long stretch of years, when 
is situated in the mountains near youth and beauty fade, is too much, 

Saugus, California. During the day 

the men lived the lives of prisoners, 

working on the roads under the hot a 

they say. Such women are gener- 
‘ 

lly thrown on their own resources 

sun, with Director Mervyn LeRoy | to make a living, and it is often a 

as the “guard” and the cameras aS|hard struggle for existence while a 

“ouns.” lover is in the “big house.” Families, 

L. J. O'Connor formerly a special) ¢,,, play an important role, almost 
guard at San Quentin prison and in 

charge of convict labor gangs for 

many years, acted as technical e 

invariably working on such women 

x-| to persuade them to obtain a divorce, 

pert on all prison and eamp se-|which they may legally do if their 

quences. Clem Peoples, an officer in|huysband has been convicted as a 

the Los Angeles police department, felon, and thus clear the family 
was also a technical advisor. 

“Numbered Men” is the story of 

a prison riot, which involuntarily 

draws into the fight a youth who 

had but a short time left to serve. 

Its characters are dramatic and un- 

usual and, as can be expected, the 

picture is packed with suspense and 

action. 

name of prison taint. 

Women with children are gener- 

ally the most faithful, they say, de- 

spite many opportunities for mar- 

riage. 

Yet they point out, at the same 

time, many amazing cases of fidelity 

and loyalty of sweethearts over a 

period of years, fidelity which noth- 
Prominent in the cast of character | ing can shake. Often, unfortunately, 

players are Tully Marshall, Ralph}, man will get out only to cast such 
William 

Ivan 

Black, 

Frederici, 
Maurice 

Blanche 

Inee, 

Holden, 
Linow, George Cooper and Frederic | isan 

Howard, It is adapted from Dwight letters bouts to stop. 
Taylor’s play, “Jail Break.” 

Tense Prison Drama 
“Numbered Men” 
At .... Theatre 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

“Numbered Men,” a tense prison 

drama now showing at the 

Theatre, shows that life within the 

grim walls isn’t so different from life 

outside. 

a& woman aside for a younger one. 
The lowest period of despair in a 

= were © = . a aap Sy 

These,. and 
many more phases of prison exis- 

tence are vividly pictured in “Num- 

bered Men,” the cast including Con- 

rad Nagel, Bernice Claire, Raymond 

Hackett, Tully Marshall and Ralph 
Inee. 

Farm All Under One 
Roof? Sure, In the 

Talkie Film 

(ADVANCE) 

A farm that looks to be acres in 

The picture, however, does not deal | extent was artificially built, not from 

exclusively with a locale inside a|the ground up but ground and all, 
prison; it follows the convicts who|inside a movie “sound stage” for 

are on the “honor system” out into|the filming of “Numbered Men.” 
some pretty mountain scenery where 

they are building roads. 

This First National Vitaphone dra- 

Many ofj|matic hit, directed by Mervyn Le 

the most highly dramatic scenes of|Roy and featuring Bernice Claire, 

all take place on a ranch near the|Conrad Nagel and Raymond Hackett, 
convict road camp. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 
comes to the ‘Theatre 

Then you will see the 

Raymond Hackett are featured, but|farmyard, barns, sheds, cattle pens, 
the cast is. practically all-star, with|and glimpses of fields. 

Tully Marshall, | inside! such favorites as 

Ralph Ince, Maurice and Black 

They’re all 

Real locations, however, were used 

George Cooper. Mervyn Le Roy di-|for the convict labor camp, and a 
rected “Numbered Men,” after ajreal convict labor camp used by the 

study of San Quentin, Folsom and|State of California and situated near 
other prisons. 

Extras and convicts labored side|certain scenes. 

the. town of Saugus, was filmed for 

In these scenes the 

by side to build roads for the State| actors and extras mingle with the 
of California and scenes of “Num-jreal convicts. 
bered Men.” The story is based on A real all-star cast is seen in this 

Dwight Taylor’s play, “Jail Break.” | highly dramatic and human version 
A prison riot and escape furnishes|of Dwight Taylor’s play, which is 

one of the. greatest thrills. 

National produced it. 

This is 

Bernice Claire’s 

first non-singing 

role and 

She’s Wonderful! 
‘Page Ten 

First |the first dealing intimately with the 
lives of convicts in road gangs, where 

their existence is not so different 

from that of other folk. Tully Mar- 

shall, Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 

Ivan Linow, \William Holden and 

other favorites| have prominent parts. 

Everything irom the hen’s cackle 

to the old oak bucket is found on 
the “inside” firm set. The director 

had no need tc¥cage his animals used 

in the set; they were kept in by the 

stage doors Moring the week they 

were used. Re 1 hay and grain was 

given them, “t the artificial corn 

shacks were * rotected from their 

ravages! NI 
All the souls of “down on the 

farm,” too, ar, brought to the screen 

by the microp nes. 

° * Shh Fs 0 the we gue somes when t+} Oba Gs 
CS ~ 

Crook: Real 

Life Different 

Conrad Nagel, Respected Hol- 
lywood Citizen, Cast As Con- 

vict in “‘Numbered Men’’ 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

Everybody in Hollywood loves 

Conrad Nagel and laughs at him! 

Polished gentleman, he’s rustic in 

temperament. The crook of many 

a movie melodrama, in real life he 

never fails to go to church.on Sun- 

day. Master of several languages, 

his favorite is a sort of Yankee 
drawl. 

Gentleman of the world, he’ll 

argue with you that after all, there 

is no place in the world like his 
home town, Keokuk! 

One of Nagel’s best roles to date 

is in the First National all-star 

prison drama, “Numbered Men,” now 
playing at the Theatre. He 
plays a featured part with Bernice 
Claire and Raymond Hackett, who 
are the lovers of the piece. In the 
terrific dramatic denouement, Nagel 
makes a great sacrifice for their 
sakes. 

Love interest vies with melodra- 
matic thrills in “Numbered Men,” 
which presents prison-break scenes 
not soon to be forgotten. Ralph 

Ince, Tully Marshall and other favor- 

ites appear to advantage in other 

roles. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 

picture. 

¢ 

CATCHLINES 
The drama of a woman who waits. 

The roar of prison riot behind the bars! 

The story of human hearts that beat behind grey walls. 

Men who are forgotten—women who sometimes forget. 

A powerful picture of the world behind steel bars. 

Do you believe that ‘““women never wait?’? — See 
NUMBERED MEN. 

A drama of love and fury among caged men. 

The terror of prison escape sweeps through NUMBERED 
MEN. : 

A manhunt for killers complicated by love. 

Is there honor among thieves? — See NUMBERED 
MEN. 

Can love survive the years of waiting for a man who 
“soes up”? 

“Stir-crazy’’? men battle for freedom in NUMBERED 
MEN. 

A vivid expose of prison riots! 

When the state exacts the penalty of prison, then what? 

A story of men without women—who continue to love. 

Are red flames of riot the penalty of imprisonment? 

Is Love Mightier Than The Law? 
— 

with 

CONRAD 
NAGEL 

BERNICE 

CLAIRE 
and RAYMOND 

HACKETT 

Directed by 

MERVYN LEROY 

“I know only one—~ 

law — that men 

and women who 

love each other 

should have each 

other. My arms 

were made to hold 

you—not to rattle 

the 

iron cell for ten 

bars of an 

years.”’ 

The Inside Facts 

of prison riots 

told in one of the 

finest dramatic ro- 

mances we have 

ever shown. 

Adapted from the stage 
play ‘Jailbreak’ by 
Dwight Taylor. 

A FIRST NATIONAL 



WMirected Dy Mervyn Leinoy, 
Missed The Box Office Yet! It Gets You! 

Villain and Heroine of ““Numbered Men’ 

Ralph Ince and Bernice Claire at the_---.—------------_-------.._-__________---_- 

Cut No. 14 Cut 30c Mat 10c 

Dramatic Depiction 

Of Prison Life At 

Theatre 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

“Numbered Men,” First National’s 

highly dramatic Vitaphone depiction 

of prison life, is now playing at the 

> Ree Theatre. 

In it are Conrad Nagel, Bernice 

Claire and Raymond Hackett, fea- 

tured in a trio of fine aes and such 

Prison Life Shown 
In “Numbered Men” 

(CURRENT READER) 

The hardest thing that Mervyn 

LeRoy had to do in filming “Num- 

bered Men,” which comes to the 
on as a First 

National Vitaphone production, was 

to teach actors to talk without mov- 

ing their lips. 

The story concerns penitentiary life. 

Prisoners are not allowed to talk to 
each other during working hours, ane 

us abe ‘caught do dicing so os 

we ae, 

ever in all prisons the prisoners have 

_|developed a system of talking while 

CONRAD NAGEL 

Who ras 

Bernice Claire li 
GETS NEW TYPEOF | Non-Musical Role 

“TALKIE” ROLE 

: Plays Hero Who Doesn’t 
Get Girl, Bernice Claire, 

In Final Fadeout 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

Conrad Nagel doesn’t get the girl 

in “Numbered Men,” the First Na- 

tional Vitaphone prison drama based 

on Dwight Taylor’s play, coming to 

the THEA. 55s se oa eco 

It is Raymond Hackett who is 

awarded the love of the heroine in 

the end, which is a tough break for 

Nagel, because Bernice Claire is fea- 

tured with the two handsome gentle- 

men in the leading feminine role. 

Nagel plays an entirely new type 

of role, and if he has to do without 

love, the histrionic power and beauty 

of his characterization are compensa- 

“Numbered Men” is an “in- 

side” story of prison life, inside the 

grim walls and out with the road 

gangs. Nagel takes the part of a 

convicted counterfeiter who is a 

political influence in the prison. 

At the end he makes a startling 

sacrifice for the happiness of the 

two lovers. The picture was. directed 

by Mervyn Le Roy. 

Conrad Nagel became a film actor 

after playing juveniles on the stage, 

and few people know that he started 

his dramatic career because in college 

(Highland Park Oollege at Des 

Moines) he was given the degree of 

qacheloe of of Catone. ts stage career 

in 1914, and 

he entered p in 1918. 

Until “Numbe Men,” all 

tions. 

the 

For First Time 

Plays Straight Dramatic 
Part After Three 

Film Musicals 

(CURRENT NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire, musical comedy and 

opera prima donna, has just reached 

the film fans of in her 

first non-musical screen role in 

“Numbered Men,” although she has 

been leading lady in three musical 

films before that! 

Miss Claire, “the youngest prima 

donna” of grand opera and feminine 

star of the stage presentation of 

“The Desert Song,” came to Los 
Angeles to play the title role in “No, 

No, Nanette.’ Her success in this 

musical talking film led to feminine 

leads in “Spring Is Here,” followed 

by “Song of The Flame.” “Num- 

bered Men” is not a musical film at 

all and it is, consequently, the first 

regular film role that the little singer 

has appeared in, despite her three 

successful musical pictures. Director 

Mervyn Le Roy declares that her 
acting in “Numbered Men” in both 

comedy and highly dramatic scenes 
is worthy of the screen’s most ex- 

perienced and gifted actresses. 

Conrad Nagel and Raymond Hack- 
ett are featured with Miss Claire 

in “Numbered Men.” An _ all-star 
supporting cast, however, is in evi- 

dence, for among others are Tully 

Marshall, Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 

William Holden, Blanche Frederici, 

Ivan Linow, George Cooper and’ 
Frederick Howard. 

The story is a fast-moving melo- 

drama with a strong, appealing and 

distinctly novel Toman¢e ‘woven into 

vivitt 2 0 It 18 Dused on 

net 

CENSORING CAUSES 
COMPLAINT 

The censoring of newspapers and 
magazines which reach convicts in 

penitentiaries is a frequent cause of 

complaints among prisoners, accord- 

ing to Mervyn Le Roy, director of 

“Numbered Men” now at the ..... 

Theatre. Papers from the same 

state are generally forbidden inside 
the walls. Periodicals and other 

newspapers which have been cut and 

censored always arous tremendous 

curiosity. Friends and relatives are 

not allowed to send periodicals di- 

rectly to prisoners. Only papers and 

magazines which have been mailed 
directly from the publishers are per- 

mitted. 

sae ee 

Director Once Newsboy 
Mervyn Le Roy, who directed 

“Numbered Men,” now at the ..... 

Theatre, got his first taste of 

the- stage while working as a news- 

boy in San Francisco. A theatre had 

need for someone to play the role 

of amewsboy on the stage, and having 

seen Mervyn outside the stage door, 

he got the job. When he grew up 

he went on the stage, but gave it up 

to become a gag-man in pictures, 

and later was made a director. 

Shaved Head Sanitary 
Regulation 

Prisoners do not have shaved heads 
in penitentiaries, contrary to public 

opinion, according to Mervyn LeRoy, 

director of “Numbered Men” now at 
the Theatre. A prisoner’s 

head is shaved simply as a routine 

sanitary measure when he enters the 

prison, turns to his civilian clothes, 

and receives his uniform. There- 

after he lets his hair grow, and has 

it eut at regular intervals by the 

prison barber. 

) 

picture, devoted agreat deal of at- 

tention to securing aceurate back- 

grounds for his prison scenes, since 

the whole picture, with an amazing 

variety of action, thrill, comedy, love 

interest and pathos, takes place in 
prison, out with the road gangs, at 

a convict labor camp and at a farm 

where the convicts eat. 
“Numbered Men” is based on 

Dwight Taylor’s stage drama, “Jail 

Break.” It affords Nagel one of the 

best roles in which he has ever ap- 

peared. 

Plays With Broken Foot 
Ralph Ince, who has one of the 

outstanding roles of the year in 
“Numbered Men,” the First National 

Vitaphone production now at the}: 

ee see er ~ Theatre, played through- 

out. the entire picture with a broken 

foot. -Ince broke one of the bones 

of a toe while on the beach and was 

on crutches at the time the role was 

offered to him. So anxious was he 

to play the part that, against his 

doctor’s advice, he gave up his 

crutches and instead strapped his foot 

tightly with adhesive. 

Nagel Talkie Pioneer 
Conrad Nagel, who appears 

the Theatre on 

is one of the real pioneers of {he 

talkies. Al Jolson broke the silence 

of the screen in “The Jazz Singer,” 
and Nagel was the next to arrive. 

He appeared in “Glorious Betsy,” 

and in a number of pictures that 

immediately followed. 

in 

Wears Beard Continually 
Tully Marshall, who appears in 

“Numbered Men” now at the 
PR es Theatre, wears a beard the 

year around, not because he wants 

to, but because it’s less trouble than 

to keep growing one. He is con- 
tinually cast in roles calling for lack 

of a shave, so finally gave up the 

idea of remaining smooth shaved 
unless a picture happened to call 

for it. 

"| looking straight ahead and without 

moving their lips. 
To instruct the men engaged in 

the prison scenes not to move their 

lips or not to talk out of the corner 

of the mouths like gangsters or tough 

guys outside of prison, proved a 
difficult task, as ordinarily lip move- 

ment is one of the most important 

things in filming talkies. A former 

prisoner in San Quentin penitentiary 

acted as technical advisor and re- 
hearsed the “actor-prisoners” in pre- 

paring for these scenes. 
Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, 

Raymond Hackett, Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, and 

William Holden are among those in 

the cast. 

Ince First Lincoln Film 
Portrayer 

From+«Abraham Lincoln to a tough 

convict is a far stretch, but it is 
encompassed in the career of Ralph 

Ince, who plays one of the leading 

roles in “Numbered Men” now show- 
ing at the Theatre. Ince 

was the first actor to play Abraham 

Lincoln on the screen. He played the 

part a number of times about 18 

years ago. In this picture he takes 

the part of the toughest convict in 

a prison. 

UNSOLVED MYSTERY 
One of the mysteries of prison life 

is how convicts obtain knives, guns, 

and other weapons inside the prison 

walls. Quantities of such weapons 

are invariably found after each 

prison riot, Mervyn Le Roy, who di- 

rected “Numbered Men,” now at the 

See ae Theatre, points out. 

Officers have never solved _ this 

problem. 

Present Day Reform 
The effects of present day attempts 

to rehabilitate convicts, especially 

youthful first. offenders, through 

prison farms and rural outdoor life 

are vividly shown in “Numbered 

Men,” the First National prison 

drama which comes to the 
theatre on Many states 

are now planning on regular prison 

farms in remote sections. 

pictures in which Mr. Nagel appeared 
presented him as the romantic lead 

who won the girl in the end, although 

many of his pictures have had sad 

endings. 

“Numbered Men” 
Has All-Star Cast 

(ADVANCE—SILENT) 

The Theatre’s next at- 

traction will be a sensational prison 

drama, “Numbered Men,” produced 

by First National, Conrad. Nagel, 
Bernice Claire and Raymond Hackett 

are the featured players, but the 
cast deserves the name all-star. 
Among the favorites in “Numbered 

Men” are Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, 

Maurice Black, William Holden, 

Blanche Frederici, Ivan Linow, 

George Cooper and Frederic Howard. 

The picture has one of the largest 

casts of any recently produced, for 

in addition to other characters the 

whole personnel of a big. prison is 

represented. 
San Quentin is the model for the 

prison in “Numbered Men.” Director 

Mervyn Le Roy spent a week there 

with some of the cast, studying, 

photographing and _ sketching for 

‘“‘atmosphere.” 
Primarily “Numbered Men” is a 

powerful dramatie love story, but in 

these days of prison revolts it holds 

peculiar interest as a truly “inside” 

story of prison conditions. Its entire 

background is authentic, and deals 

with prison life behind the big walls, 

out on the road gang, and at the 

convict camps. It will be presented 

at the next PR Sar a ere Wee gee 2. ee er a) a ea 

Pictures New Type Criminal 
In “Numbered Men,” now at the 

Pe ees Theatre, Conrad Nagel is 

pictured as a higher type of prisoner. 

In fact he is shown reading the 

American Mercury in the prison re- 

creation room. This touch is not far- 

fetched, for as a matter of fact a 

number of convicts have written for 

the Mercury recently, and have es- 

tablished literary reputations which 

have stood them in good stead when 

they got out. 

Dwight Taylor’s oo “Jail Break. 

Native Daughter Arrives 
Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

ing role in “Numbered Men,” now 

at the Theatre, is a native 

Californian, hailing from the city 
of Oakland, where she received her 

first training in singing in the Oak- 

land High School. For some reason 

unknown -to producers, very few 

California girls. have succeeded in 
pictures. Hollywood itself has pro- 

duced practically none, most of them 

hailing from other states. 

Rarity of Prison Breaks 
Woven around the theme that the 

liberty of one means the liberty of 

all, “Numbered Men,” stresses the 
fact that prisoners in penitentiaries 

who are given work in road camps 

seldom attempt to escape—and if 

they do escape are seldom caught 

alive. Their fellow prisoners know 

that this jeopardizes their liberty. 

“Numbered Men” is now running at 

the 

Convict Stripes Abolished 
The striped uniforms, famous in 

eartoonist’s strips depicting convicts, 

have no standing in reality, accord- 

ing to Mervyn Le Roy, director of 

“Numbered Men,’ now at the .»... 

Convict stripes were abolished 

many years ago in practically every 

penitentiary, and have been sup- 

planted by regulation dull _ garb, 

distinctive enough to be recognized 

but not so conspicuous, Le Roy made 

a study of prison conditions before 

directing the picture for First Na- 

tional. 

Gangsters Not Tough 
_ Appearing 

That the real gangster is seldom 
the tough appearing guy, is indicated 
by Maurice Black in “Numbered 

Men,” now playing at the .......... 

Black, who plays the role of a big 
racketeer, points out that one of the 

best marks of a gangster is the fact 

that he is a fancy ao UES He does 
not want to attract at ntion by look- 

ing tough. The old da-'s of the tough 

guys in the Bowery ale gone. 

Is Love Mightier 

Than The Law? 

CONRAD NAGEL 
BERNICE CLAIRE 
RAYMOND HACKETT 
Directed by MERVYN LEROY 

Cut No. 8 Cut20c Mat 5c 

A FIRST NATIONAL & 
VITAPHONE PICTURE 
“Vitaphone” is the registered trade mark of 
the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products. 
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an entirely new impression of her 
~—¥reeeived from the prison drama. 

- What? No Theme Song! 

_ in which she does not have to sing. 

Men.” 

= 
Oi - 

— 

nce» 

Thrill-Fe 
The 

~<~-y_ vt “Numbered Men” 
Styles Must Match | Prima Donna Turns |Prison Picture 

Localities Finds 
Bernice Claire 

tin ‘Numbered Men” 
.ds Fashion Needs Even 

i Out-of-Way Locations 

(SILENT OR VITAPHONE) 

“Just as the fashion axiom decrees 

that each function and time of day 

must have the frock or costume best 

suited to it, so the Hollywood screen 

player finds that each location has its 

peculiar requirements for clothes,” 

says Bernice Claire, featured with 

Conrad Nagel, Raymond Hackett and 

an. all-star cast in First National’s 

“Numbered Men,” directed by Mer- 

vyn Leroy, which comes to the..... 

theatre on 

“Having visited friends on ranches 

in Wyoming, I knew when I went on 

location to the ranch where we filmed 

many of the exteriors for ‘Numbered 

Men,’ I would need plenty of practi- 

cal costumes, but that they could, at 

the same time be very attractive. 

“Horseback riding is: one of my 
-orite forms of recreation, so in 

vardrobe was included the cus- 

ry whipeord breeches, accom- 

panied by jackets in darker tone, 

and relieved by bright colored ties. 

A vivid color note was introduced in 

a costume consisting of tan breeches, 

and a mannish shirt with a round 
neck light weight sweater in pale 
biege. There was an informal even- 
ing frock of p»rinted chiffon with 

sleeves, for I ho,,ed there would be 
a dance or two. . There were also 

two knitted sport frocks because I 
knew I would be ab-e to get ina few 
games of tennis. 

“Modern convenier'ces have found 

their way into raneé life today to 
such an extent that there is little 

difference in living in a large city 

and living a hundred miles from it. 

On this ranch, we had electricity in 

_allits.ppnliaeesy aieruamg rerriger- 
ation, heating apparatus, and even 

the cooking was done with it be- 

cause the ranch owner said it was 

not only more convenient, but 

ver, after the initial expense of 
lation. 

So different is ranch life nowa- 

days from the former popular con- 

ception of it that we who love out- 

door sports are elated when we are 

told we are going on a ranch location 

because, if the director gives us a 
little time between scenes, there are 
plenty of facilities for enjoying our 
favorite pastimes.” 

“Numbered Men” places Miss 
Claire, “the youngest opera prima 
donna,” and a favorite of the musi- 
cal comedy stage, opposite Conrad 
Nagel, with Raymond Hackett, how-. 
ever, as the young man who gets 
the girl. An all-star supporting cast 
is headed by Tully Marshall, Ralph 
Ince, Maurice Black and other favor- 
ites. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 
picture. 

Miss Claire has appeared in “No, 
No, Nanette,” “Spring is Here” and 
“Song of the Flame,” singing in all 
of these pictures as well as proving 

‘self an exceptional screen actress 
ilent as well ag sound versions. 

4 consequence was that in the non- 
musical drama of prison intrigue, 
“Numbered Men,” she was considered 
an ideal leading lady. 

She is going to appear in many 
distinctly plot pictures in the near 
future as a result of her fine work in 
this prison drama, which was founded 
upon Dwight Taylor’s stage ‘play, 
“Jailbreak.” However, her role im- 
mediately following was the title 
part in “Mlle. Modiste.” 

Local fans who have not made her 
acquaintance will like her when they 
see her at the Theatre in 
“Numbered Men” and if. they have 
seen her in musical films, it will be 

In “Numbered Men,” now at the 

spear Theatre, Bernice Claire 

plays her first dramatic talking role 

There are no songs in “Numbered 

Picture Star— 
“Clicks!” 

(ADVANCE READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire was called “the 

youngest prima donna” when she sang 

grand opera with the San Carlos and 

other opera companies, but now she’s 

a picture star and the veteran of 

five important film productions. 

“Numbered Men,” in which she is 

featured with Conrad Nagel and 

Raymond Hackett, is her latest. This 

First National drama of prison life, 

with an unusual love triangle that 

penetrates the prison walls, is com- 

ing to the Theatre 

Despite the fact that Miss Claire 
left her latest stage work, “The 

Desert Song,” to sing prima donna 

roles in talkies of the musical comedy 

nature, and filmed several of them, 

“Numbered Men” marks her real 

debut as a talkie actress. 

She also has played the principal 

feminine roles in “No, No, Nanette,” 

“Spring is Here,” “Mlle. Modiste,” 

and “Song of the Flame.” Her voice 

has been heard many times over the 

radio in motion picture “hours,” and 

Jeritza, who “discovered” her, says 

it is the greatest singing voice in the 

world today. 

A fine supporting cast is seen with 

the principals in “Numbered Men.” 

Mervyn Le Roy directed the picture, 

which is based on the successful play 

by Dwight Taylor. 

Gives Authentic 
Inside Story! 

(ADVANCE READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

An “inside” story of prison life in 

both possible meanings of the phrase 

forms the basis for First National’s 

talkie drama coming to the 

Theatre ts » Numbered Men.” 

In this picture, for the first time, 

camera and Vitaphone explores the 

real truth behind prison outbreaks, 
politics and abuses. The “honor 

system” is also dealt with. Director 

Mervyn Le Roy spent several months 

inspecting San Quentin, Folsom and 

other famous prisons before filming 

this version of Dwight Taylor’s start- 

ling stage play. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett are featured in the 

picture. A fine supporting cast is 

headed by Ralph Ince, Tully Mar- 

shall, Maurice Black, William Holden 

and George Cooper. 

“Numbered Men” is primarily a 

tensely dramatic and human love 

story with a tremendous emotional 

punch for its denouement, and the 

realistic prison life is merely its back- 

ground. : 

Cooper Coming Comedian 
George Cooper, who plays a com- 

edy role in “Numbered Men,” the 

First National production now at the 

Ree ee Theatre, became an out- 

standing success as a comedian due 

to his performance in “The Trail of 

98,” and “The Barker.” 

Cut No. 19 Cut goc Mat toc 

Tully Marshall Start 
On Kerosine Circuit 

Tully Marshall, veteran character 

who appears in “Numbered Men,” 

now at the Theatre, is a 

native Californian. After going to 

high school he decided to become an 

actor, and got his first opportunity 

with a regular stock company at $8 

a week. The company played in the 

mining towns of the Mother Lode 

district, where the theatres still had 

kerosine footlights. Later he became 

an important actor in San Francisco, 

eventually graduating to the Belasco 
ranks in New York. 

~ 

40th Talking Character Role 

William Holden, the well known 

character actor who takes the role 

of the warden in “Numbered Men,” 

now at the Theatre, has 

played forty screen roles since the 

advent of talking motion pictures. 

Back to the Picks 
A convict just released from 

San Quentin wanted a job. He 

was experienced on road-build- 
ing. 

He got one, with a movie com- 

pany because he didn’t like road- 

building and -thought acting 

would be “different.” 

The picture was “Numbered 

Men,” the First National prison 

drama playing at the 

Theatre, with Conrad Nagel, 

Claire and Raymond 

Hackett in the principal roles. 

The convict was given a uni- 

form and a number by Director 

Mervyn LeRoy. ‘Then he was put 

in a truck with a band of other 

“extras” and taken to a convict 

road camp, where real convicts 

were working. 

His first assignment was swing- 

ing a pick in the same road gang 

he had quit with a sigh of relief 

a week before! 

Bernice 

BROOKLYN 
FULTON ST. AT ROCKWELL PL. 

While? 

Cut No.3 Cut 80c Mat 20¢ 

Directed by 

MERVYN LEROY 

With These Great Sie In The Leading | 

CONRAD NAGEL 
Ralph Ince, Tully Marst 

———— 

One Chance In 

A Million To 

See His “Gal.” 

Was It Worth 

44 c ADIN 

Adapted from 

stage play ‘“‘Jail- 

break” by Dwight 

Taylor. 

Inside Story of Jail Riots 

“Vitaphone” is the 
sa «registered trade 

mark of the Vita- 

phone Corp. 

No greater love 

story has ever 

been told. No 

mightier drama 

has ever been 

screened. As 

timely as to- 

day’s newspaper. 

Answering the 

prison questions 

that are on the 

lips of the 

world! 

IRST NATIONAL 
We and. 

Roles ~~ 

NICE CLAIRE - RAYMOND HACKETT 
Cooper, Wm. Holden, Ivan Linow, Maurice Black 
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Bernice Claire 1 
Dramati@ KyU.~ «1 woered Men”’ | 

DRAMATIC SCENES, UNUSUAL 
THEME FEATURES “NUMBERED 

MEN” AT .. . THEATRE Cet Ct Wai oer lee Mee Sent 

(REVIEW—SILENT) 

Dramatie in its high moment of a prison riot, and woven 

around the theme that, no matter how much she promises at 

the beginning, ‘‘a woman never waits’’ for her man to do a 
long term of years while her youth slips away from her, ‘‘Num- 

bered Men,’’ opened yesterday at the Theatre. 

The picture takes the spectator behind the grey walls of 
Stoneyhurst penitentiary, and shows what happens to humans 
of all classes who have run afoul of the law. All types are 
pictured, from the youthful offender, 

eating his heart out for his girl, 

played by Raymond Hackett and 

Bernice Claire, to the tough gang- 

ster, the Polack who is going “stir- 
crazy,” the comic, and the “dese, dem, 

and dose” types. All are intermingled 

in the vast prison machine. The 

workings of the honor system, which 

gives privileges, and the road camps, 

~ to which prisoners with a good record 
are finally sent, giving them a chance 

at fresh air and a certain freedom, 

are all pictured as the story marches 

to its conclusion. 
One of the most dramatic scenes 

of the story is the outbreak of the 

riot, just as work has stopped in the 

machine shop for the day and the 
lifers are about to be marched.back 

to their cells. : 

Conrad Nagel, as a smooth counter- 

feiter who has become something of 

a power for good among the prisoners, 

gives a splendid performance. 

Raymond Hackett, who  distin- 

guished himself in “Madame X” and 

isan Ly) 
The Horror Of 

A Prison Riot! 

Adapted from the 
stage play ‘‘Jail- 
break” by Dwight 
Taylor. 

Directed by MERVYN LEROY 

Cut No.5 Cut2oc Mat 5c 

A FIRST NATIONAL & 
VITAPHONE PICTURE 

“Vitaphone” is the registered trade mark of 
the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products. 

‘Page Four 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” has the 

juvenile lead and gives a characteri- 

zation dramatic in its power. Bernice 

Claire is the girl who promises to 
wait, and is tempted through think- 

ing she sees a chance to plan an 

escape for her lover. 
The outstanding character role of 

the picture is that of Ralph Ince. 

Ince, as the tough gangster, King 

Callahan, plans the riot and escape 

through working on the Polack, called 

“Baby Face,” played by Ivan Linow, 

who has become particularly crazy 

through his desire to get out and 

see his wife who is slowly dying. 

Ince gives a performance that carries 

him to the top rank of character 

actors of the talking screen. 

Tully Marshall, George Cooper, 

William Holden, Maurice Black and 

Frederic Howard are all effective in 

their roles. The picture was directed 

as a First National production by 

Mervyn Le Roy. 

Convicts and Movie 
Extras Exchange 

Raymond 
Hackett 

in 

“Numbered 
Men” 

Cut No. 17 

Cut 15¢ 

Mat 5¢ 

Biography of | 
RAYMOND HACKETT 

Brief Biographies Of The P 

— 

Bernice 
Claire 

in 

“Numbered 
Men’ 

Cut No. 16 

Cut 15¢ 

Mat 5c 

Biography of 

BERNICE CLAIRE 
“The youngest prima donna” is 

the title Bernice Claire enjoyed, 

after her hit in the operetta “The 
Desert Song,” and before she became 

Raymond Hackett, hero of “Num-|@ motion picture actress. 
bered Men,” “The Trial of Mary 

Dugan” and “Madame X” on the 

sereen, comes honestly by his re- 

markable histrionie gifts. 

He is the son of Florence Hackett, 

well known in musical comedy and 

later on the screen. His father was 
Maurice Hackett, a merchant. Ray- 

mond was born in New York City, 
and made his first stage appearance 

at the age of four in the comic 

opera, “The Toymaker of Nurem- 

berg.’ Later he was with Maude 
Adams in “Peter Pan.” 

He went to school in New York 

and Philadelphia, and played on the 

stage steadily at the same time. He 

was opposite Margaret Anglin in 

“The Awakening of Helen Ritchie,” 

with Doris Keane in “Happy Mar- 
riage” and with John Mason in “As 

a Man Thinks,” all in juvenile roles. 

Roles In Film He essayed pictures as a boy actor, 

(CURRENT READER—SILENT) 
Convicts and movie 

with the old Lubin company in 

New York. 

He was a mere stripling when he 
. 2 extras ex-| appearea Wilu “civité: Barzyaare. in! 

changed roles during the filming of|the first stage production of “The 
of “Numbered Men,” 

National sereen drama 

scenes 

First 

the Theatre. 

the| Copperhead,” and in such plays as 
of | “Abraham Lincoln,” 

prison life now heading the bill at| Snatchers,” and many others. 
“The Cradle 

His 

first picture was with Gloria Swan- 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and|80n in “The Loves of Sunya,” which 
Raymond Hackett are featured, with|@lso brought John Boles to the 
favorites such as Tully Marshall and | 8¢reen. 

Ralph Ince in the cast. These, with 

a erew of tough-looking movie extras, 

were taken on location to Newhall, 

California, where a state prison camp 

for convict road-workers is main- 

tained. 
Here the movie extras, in convict |. 

uniform, got out and toiled with pick 

and shovel on the road, while the 

real convicts had a chance to play 

in the movies. 

A novel love story of a very ap- 

pealing nature, the thrills of a great 

prison riot and escape, and a very 

intimate glimpse’ into the lives of 

Hackett is five feet, ten inches in 

height, weighs 148 pounds, and has 

blue eyes and brown hair. He is 

fond of all outdoor sports. 

Biography of 

TULLY MARSHALL 
Tully Marshall is one of the few 

“Native Sons” of California among 

the noted film actors. He was born 

in Nevada City, April 138, 1874, 

which makes him a_ California 

pioneer as well. 

He was educated in private schools 
men in “the Big House” and out on and the Santa Clara University, 

the road gangs is given, for the first|SPecializing in dramatic literature. 

time in pictures, in “Numbered Men.”| He spent 45 years on the stage, all 
The entire locale of the story is the|@¢ting in, writing, directing and 

prison, the convict camp, the road producing plays with stock com- 

work location and a farmhouse where| Panies on the Pacifie Coast. 

some of the highest drama transpires. 

Camouflage! 
An artificial lawn in “Num- 

bered Men,” the First National- 

Vitaphone prison drama at the 

Theatre, was so 

realistic that it fooled the flock 

of hens used in the pictures. 

They tried to eat the dyed 

fibre “grass,” which “grew” from 

a burlap carpet tacked on the 

stage floor. Once they held up 

the filming of a scene because 

they scratched in it too enthusi- 

astically—looked for worms! 

An entire farm in which some 

of the most dramatic scenes were 
taken was filmed under the roof 

of a big-sound-proof stage at the 

studio. The _ live-stock were 
quartered on the stage for a 
week, living comfortably in real 

pens and a barn, but denied the 

privilege, of course, of cropping 

the artificial grass. 

The pigs, however, had some 

very real mud to root about in! 

' The “indoor” farm supplemented 
a real faim filmed on location, 

and was an exact duplicate. 

The motion picture industry “came 

to him,” so he joined it in the early 

days when Griffith made “Intoler- 

ance.” Ever since that time he has 

been prominent and constantly busy, 

and of course the arrival of the 

“talkie” boosted his stock because 
of his long stage experience and 

knewledge of both stage and film 

acting. 

Among Marshall’s most important 

talkies is “Numbered Men,” in 

which Bernice Claire, Conrad Nagel 

and Raymond Hackett are featured. 

Miss Claire was born in Oakland, 

California, he parents being Adolph 

and Claire Jahnigan. Her mother 

heard her singing when she was 

just fourteen months old, and de- 

cided that she should become a great 

singer! 

Bernice on the other hand grew 

into young girlhood with the firm 

conviction that she would become 

a writer of Christmas plays for 
children! 

However, her voice continually 

suggested singing. When she was 

six its eultivation began, at the 

hands of several voice and music 

teachers, most prominent among 

whom was ‘Miss Alice Eggers, now 

head of the music department of 

Oakland High Schools, and still her 

teacher. She sang “Mlle. Modiste” 

at this time! 

At the same time she took dane- 
ing from Madame Morosini of San 

Hranciseo. and sang.and danced at|_ 
Lafayette Grammar School in Oak- 
land, and at Oakland High School. 

When she went to New York to 

study she attracted the attention of 

Madame Jeritza at a private con- 

eert. The great opera star was 

eaptivated by the girl’s rapidly de- 

veloping coloratura soprano voice, 

and promptly “took her under her 

wing.” Her voice and music study 

was continued by Jeritza’s accom- 

panist, Emil Polak. 

She danced and sang in “Babes 

in Toyland,” “Mlle. Modiste” and 

“The Chocolate Soldier.” Then she 

understudied the star of the original 

“The Desert Song’ company, and 

presently took her place. 
When Alexander Gray, who had 

sung opposite her in “The Desert 

Song” and opposite Marilyn Miller 

in the stage “Sally” was about to 
go to Hollywood for the film “Sally,” 

he invited Bernice to take a film 

test with him. She did so, merely 
to help Gray. 

Then she went out to Oakland to 

visit her parents. A telegram was 

awaiting her — her film test with 

Gray had won her the title role in 

“No, No, Nanette” with First Na- 

tional Vitaphone Pictures, if she 

eared to take it! 

She took the role; followed it by 

two other singing roles in musical 

pictures, “Spring is Here” and 

“Song of the Flame,” and made such 

a hit not only by her voice but her 

acting that her next role was a 

straight acting one without music! 

That was “Numbered Men,” in 

which she is featured with Conrad 

Nagel and Raymond Hackett. 

The Whole World Is Waiting 
To See The Story 
This Picture Tells. 

Let~ 1 Know You’re 

yina It! 

rincipals In Newsy Form 

Conrad 
Ni a gel 
in 

“Numbered 
Men” 

Cut No. 15 

Cut 15¢ 

Mat 5c 

Biography of 

CONRAD NAGEL 
Conrad Nagel was born in Keokuk, 

Iowa, March 16th, 1897. He was 
educated at Highland Park College 

Des Moines, and because he earned 

the degree of Bachelor of Oratory 

and was a prominent member of the 

drama and glee clubs, he turned to 

the stage for a vocation. 

His first part was a juvenile 

in the Peerless Stock Comy 

(Des Moines) presentation of a 

playwright’s effort, the very name 
of which has gone into oblivion, 

since it “flopped.” Nagel’s work, — 

however, won him the chance to con- 
tinue with the company; playing 
many roles. ra 

In 1918 he entered pictures, and 

has enjoyed a stendy vogue ever 

since; a vogue that increased tremen- 

dously however, \vith the coming of 
the talkie. “Ths Swan,” “The Ship 

From Shanghii,’ “The Sacred 

Flame” and “White Collars” are 

among his most recent pictures made 

prior to his big hit, “Numbered 
Men.” 

~ 

____ Biography of 
RALPH INCE 

Ralph Ince, noted both as an ae- 

tor and a director during the screen’s 

“silent” days found a great dem>~74 

for his acting when the s 

turned “talkie.” 

This was because of his remarx- 
ably powerful stage presence, culti- 

vated in his early youth when he 

appeared with Richard Mansfield. 

Ince was born in Boston, Mass., 

in 1887, and educated there. His 

first screen work, following Mans- 

field’s “The College Widow”? was 

the “Lincoln” role in Vitagraph’s 
series on the life of Abraham Lin- ~~ 

coln, 

Always interested in stagecraft, 

playwriting and play directing as 

well as acting, Ince turned to direct- 
ing silent pictures and eventually 

stopped acting in them almost en- 

tirely. When the first talkies came, 
however, there was an immediate de- 

mand for his services and a renewed 

interest on his part. 

His role in his latest talking pic- 

ture “Numbered Men,” constitutes 

one of the best-depicted villainous 

characters the vocal screen has w’’ 

nessed. 

“PD — —n Clever These 

Chinamen”’ 
A Chinese extra named Young 

Foo had a small part in “Num- 

bered Men,” First National’s 

prison drama now showing at the 

Theatre. 

When the company went on lo- 

cation to a state convict camp 

to film road building “shots” and 

other exteriors of the picture, 
Director Mervyn LeRoy wanted 

another Chinaman. He gave 

orders to the casting director to | 
tell Young Foo that he was} 
through, and send along another 
for the location. i eae 

Arriving at the location, he w: 
astonished to see Young Foc 
climb out of the bus that carried | — 
the extras. Sp 

_ Me have two namee, velly | 
fine!” Young Foo explained. 
“First they send for Young Foo. 
That me. Today they send for 
Ah Yet. That’s me too!” 
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Conrad Nagel And Raymond Hackett Are 
Among Screen’s Foremost Dramatic Stars 

Bernice Claire In 
First Non-Singing 

Vitaphone Role 

(ADVANCE NEWS) 

“very ingenious young lady is 

Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

ing feminine role in 

Men,” coming to the 

Theatre 

Miss Claire’s “entrance into motion 
pictures was only six months ago, 

but since then she has been given a 

variety of parts which might have 
perturbed a less accomplished player 

because of the difference in talents 
required for each role. 

In “No, No, Nanette,” this young 

singing actress portrayed the role of 

a girl who comes from a small town 

to New York where she makes good 

on the stage. In “Spring Is Here,” 

she enacted the part of a girl’ of 
ordinary station in life, ambitious to 

sing and dance, who succeeds by 

reason of sheer ability. 

These two were musical comedy 

roles demanding gay and lively ren- 

ditions of the numbers and animated, 
*ling, interpretations of the 

»ters. 

¢ role of the Russian peasant 

girl which she sang in the operetta, 

“The Song of the Flame,” demanded 

something of a more serious version 

of the musical numbers, which were 

executed by Miss Claire with the 

same natural ease and euphony as 
were the musical comedy roles. 

In “Numbered Men,” this young 

player’s first straight dramatic part, 

she does not sing, but gives a finesse 

to the delineation of the character 

that would become an actress of many 

more years of histrionie experience. 

In this, her fourth picture, she is 
a young girl who takes up her abode 

in a farmhouse near the prison camp 

so that she can be near her convict 
sweetheart, whle awaiting the end 
of his ten year sentence. soc 

The melodramatic situations which 

arise in such a story are handled 
with delicate skill, 

7 Phase of 

Crime Life in 

“Numbered Men” 

(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) _ 
First National’s sensational drama 

of a prison riot, “Numbered Men,” 

which has been widely discussed since 

it began production at the studio, 

will be seen locally when it opens 

at the Theatre. 

Based on Dwight Taylor’s play 

“Jail Break,” it depicts the secret 
spy system of prisoners preparatory 

to a wholesale delivery from behind 
the bars, and the furious scenes of 

the mutiny. The story is laid almost 

entirely in a prison and convict labor 

camp. In spite of the locale, a 

romance between a youthful convict 

and a girl on the “outside” is the 

r~-dominating element in the dra- 

tale. 

wad Nagel as a “good conduct” 

risoner, Bernice Claire as the girl, 

and Raymond Hackett as the youth 

are the three featured players. 

Others in the cast of prominent 

character players are Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, William 

Holden, Blanche Frederici, Ivan 

~ ow, George Cooper and Frederic 

ard. 

umbered Men” has taken a new 

of crime life to bring to the 

and has been called one of 

st novel of the stories of 
nd the law. It was directed 
yn Le Roy from the screen 
n of Al Cohn and Henry 

LUy: 

Numbered 

Cut No. 20 Cut 20c Mat 5¢ 

“Numbered 

Self-Sacrificing Hero 

Conrad Nagel in “Numbered Men’’ 
at the Theatre 

Cut No. rr Cut 15c¢ Mat 5c 

Actor; Athlete 

Ralph Ince, who plays the part of 

“King” Callahan, 

gangster in the penitentiary scenes of 

“Numbered Men,” now at the 

Theatre, is quite an athlete. 

He is an accomplished tennis player, 

the domineering 

a swimmer, and a boxer, and ap- 

peared in a number of amateur bouts 

some years ago. 

Hackett Dramatic Find 

Raymond Hackett, although a com- 

parative newcomer to the screen, has 

distinguished himself as one of tho7 

Treal dramatic finds since the advent 

of the talkies. He is now appearing 

in “Numbered Men” at the ae ce ee pee: 

What Goes On Behind 
The Bars When a Thous- 
and Frenzied Men Dash 

For Freedom? 

NUMBERED 
_ MIN 

with 

CONRAD NAGEL 

BERNICE CLAIRE 
RAYMOND 
HACKETT 

Directed by MERVYN LEROY 

Cut No.2 Cut 20c Mat 5c 

A FIRST NATIONAL & 
VITAPHONE PICTURE 

“Vitaphone” is the registered trade mark of 
the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products. 

“Broken Nosed 

Brigade” Sought 
For Film Scenes 

Type Players Background 
For Prison Story In 

Numbered Men’’ 

(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) 

Hollywood’s famous “broken nosed 
brigade” was called forth in full 
strength to appear in First National’s 
big dramatic special, “Numbered 
Men,” which is coming to the ..... 

: Theatre with 
Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 
Raymond Hackett in the featured 
roles. 

“The Broken Nosed Brigade” is a 
term used by casting directors to 
designate ex-prize-fighters and wrest- 
lers who appear in pictures where 
formidable faces and grotesque, even 
horrible appearance is needed. Be- 
sides the fighters there are many other 
human gargoyles who compose the 
1900 extras so designated in the cast- 
ing director’s list. 

Mervyn Le Roy, who directed 
“Numbered Men,” required nearly a 
hundred of the choicest to enact the 
roles of the more grotesque among 
inmates of a penitentiary used in the 
picture. The story, based on Dwight 
Taylor’s original play of prison life, 

deals with “inside” facts about not 
only the inside of prison life, but the 

surprising connections maintained 
with the outer world. 

Besides being a high-powered drama 

with an authentic prison and road- 

camp background, “Numbered Men” 

has a charming love story interwoven 

with its action. In the action itself 

one of the highlights is a prison out- 

break similar to those which have 

startled the nation recently. Not 

only the break itself but its causes 
are depicted In the nictus.=— = 

The cast is all-star, with Tully 

Marshall, Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 

William Holden, Blanche Frederici, 

Ivan Linow, George Cooper and other 

favorites supporting the featured 

trio. 

ROMANCE PLAYS 
BIG PART IN NEW 

PRISON FILM 

(ADVANCE NEWS—SILENT) 

The real facts about our peniten- 

tiaries, and the causes of outbreaks 

and riots such as those that have 

startled the world recently, are set 

forth as the background of a very 

dramatic First National picture com- 

Sige to-the: 2..-3>.,-2¢- Theatre. 

“Numbered Men” is the title of 
the picture, and its featured players 

are Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett. Mervyn LeRoy di- 

rected the picture, which was based |, 
on the sensational prison drama of 

the stage by Dwight Taylor. 

Primarily an unusual romance, 

physical thrills and high drama as 

well as much comedy are supplied by 

the prison background in “Numbered 

Men.” In both senses of the word, 

it is an “inside” story on prison life. 

Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, Ivan 

Linow, Blanche Frederici, Maurice 

Black, William Holden, George 

Cooper and other favorites have im- 

portant roles in the picture. The 

action takes place inside the grin 
prison walls, and outside at road 
work camps. High drama is evolved 

by the sacrifice of ten years of free- 

dom on the part of one honor-convict 

for the sake of a young couple who 

love each other and cannot marry 

until the man is freed. 

Some of the startling elements 

about the prison life revelations of 

“Numbered Men’ are connected with 
the importance of the relations of 

prisoners with the outside world and 

“polities.” The more important 

prisoners are by no means “buried 
alive” in a penal institution, and this, 

along with the workings of “the honor 

system” and a great jail-break are 

vital parts of the story. 

Stars Of ‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

oon 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, Raymond 

ce’ 

Hackett at the __._______________ 
Cut No. 10 Cut 30c Mat roc 

Ince Lincoln Portrayer| Ball and Chain Obsolete 
Ralph Ince, who plays an important 

role in “Numbered Men” which comes 

to the Theatre on ...._ 

..--» was the first actor ever to take 

the role of Abraham Lincoln on the 

screen. Ince took the role of Lincoln 

innumerable times in the days when 

three reel pictures of civil war days 

were popular. He later became a 

well known director, but has never 

lost his taste for acting. He appears 

in the role of a convict in this First 

National picture. 

The ball and chain, which is al- 

ways symbolical of penitentiary life, 

is in reality as dead as the dodo bird. 

It hasn’t been used in prisons for 

years, it is pointed out by Mervyn 

Le Roy, director of “Numbered Men” 

HOW?-at> the Prisoners 

are never in chains in a prison. 

Recently following the Canyon City 

riot in Colorado the ball and chain 

was revived as a disciplinary measure 

for the first time in years. 

Crazy courage! One chance in 
a million to get through. Their 
story was written by Fate with 
a pen dripping the ink of Life. 
The screen shows it ALL! 

Cut No. 4 

Cut 40c 

Mat roc 

E THE WETAPHONE 

On Their Way 
To Freedom 
—Or Death! 

Adapted from stage play 
“Jailbreak” by Dwight 
Taylor. Directed by 
MERVYN LEROY. 

with 

CONRAD 

NAGEL. 
BERNICE 

CLAIRE 
RAYMOND 

HACKETT 

A FIRST NATIONAL & VITAPHONE PICTURE 
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Newspaper Contests! Lobby 
Stunts! Street 

Tie-ups! 
Ballyhoos! 

PLAY UP THESE ANGLES 
IN SELLING THE PICTURE 

The timeliness of the story. 

The romance behind the jailbreaks. 

The honor system. 

Actual shots of San Quentin where much 
of the picture was made. 

The excellent cast. 

The marvelous direction. 

The inside story of prison riots. 

The riot itself with hundreds of convicts 
in one mad dash for freedom. 

Keep your exploitation dignified. 

Newspaper 

Contest 

Here is a chance to arouse in- 

Newspaper 

Contest 

With the co-operation of your 
tensive reader discussion of a topic | joeaq] newspaper arrange a contest 
that has been continually headlined 

in newspapers everywhere. 
offering prizes to the persons hav- 

Through the columns of your local ing the nearest thumbprint to that 

sheet, offer prizes of tickets to 

“Numbered Men” for the best argu- 

ment for or against the present day 

“honor system” in effect in many 

State and Federal prisons. Explain 
in your announcement that the 
temptation to escape under lessened 

supervision of convicts placed upon 

-the ‘honor role’ is vividly depicted 
in the photoplay. The discussion 

should be, “is it good policy to re- 

ward ‘Numbered Men’ with more 
__ freedom of action for good conduct 

records.” 

this ‘Honor system’ be confined to 

lesser offenders against society, and 

short term prisoners or is there too 

much coddling generally of prisoners. 

Has anyone a better solution for 
encouraging discipline than the 

‘honor systems’ now in vogue? 

Publish the best of these articles 

daily during period of contest and 

appoint as judges besides the editor 

of cooperating paper, local police 

and prison officials. Illustrate each 

day’s contest story with scenes from 

“Numbered Men.” 

Unusual Street 

Stunt 

Here is an idea that will sell 

“Numbered Men” in a big way and 

make every man and boy a walking 

ad for the picture. 

Have a few thousand tags made 

up with string attached, by which 

they can be tied to the lapels of 

coats. On these tags have printed 

on both sides “NUMBERED MEN” 

MINE IS (serial number). These 
tags should be numbered serially 

from 1 up to the last of amount 

printed. Place these tags in small 

envelopes bearing following copy. 

THIS MAY BE A LUCKY 

NUMBER! 

WEAR THIS TAG IN PLAIN 

VIEW! 

and watch for the ticket of 

Leave Convicts who are about 

town and have a list of the 

entitling 100 lucky numbers 

“Numbered Men” to Free Tick- 

ets to see this thrilling photo- 

drama at the Blank Theatre. 

Every tag worn in plain view will 

be inspected. Watch for the 

Convicts! 

Ask the “question, shouid | 

of Conrad Nagel’s 

Claire’s. 

How closely does your thumbprint 

resemble these 

and Bernice 

Bernice Claire’s 
Thumbprint 

Cut No. 22 

Conrad Nagel’s 
Thumbprint 

Cut 20¢c Mat 5c 

Lobby 

Stunt 

Try this one in conjunction with 

or independently of the newspaper 

finger-print tie-up. 

Arrange in various spots in the 

lobby or in the front of the theatre 

large sheets of white paper mounted 

on a compo board for a stiffener. 

In the center of the sheet have an 

enlargement of the fingerprints of 
Bernice Claire and Conrad Nagel 

mounted. It would be easier to keep 

track of the stunt if the prints of 

Claire and Nagel are mounted on 

separate sheets. 

Imprint the following at the top 
of each sheet: 

Five pairs of passes will be given 

to those persons whose finger 

prints most nearly represent Con- 

rad Nagel’s and Bernice Claire’s. 

They will be seen here in “Num- 

bered Men” on 

The way to work this stunt is 

to have a Bertillon or black ink 

pad handy so that any person wish- 

ing may make an impression on 

the paper, pencil a ring around his 

thumbprint, and autographing same 
for identification. 

Perhaps it would be worth the 

extra expense when announcing the 

winners to print their finger print 

with the listing of the names. 

i SR eS 

ber and compare with list. If not 

included on his list he informs the 

tag-wearer that the other convict 
Distribute these envelopes con-| has another list and that he still 

taining tags through every medium 

at your command to all males. Put 

out several young men attired in 

convict gray and give each a separ- 

ate list of lucky numbers. If two 
“inspectors” are used furnish each 

with one half the entire list and so 

on. They are to approach every per- 

son wearing a tag and note the num- 

Page Six 

has a chance to win. 

This stunt can be tied up with 
leading merchants and department 

stores by arranging to advertise that 

a ‘Convict’ in search for “Numbered 

certain hou This presents an angle 

for special newspaper ads placed 

by. cooperating merchants. 

Poster 

Cutouts 

In “Numbered Men,” the 24-sheet 

lends itself particularly to marquee 

display purposes. The 

figure of Ralph Ince placed over the 

menacing 

marquee and spotted in a green spot 

or flood light is a great attention 

getter. 

goes great as a street ballyhoo. 

Similar use may be made of the six 

sheet. The cutout heads.on the three 

sheets are admirable for any num- 

ber of purposes—lobby trims, shadow 

box, decorative base for art panels, 

Or mounted on a truck it 

and tieup window displays. 

The value of the poster cutouts 

cannot be underestimated. They can 

be put to many uses and are away 

from the routine of usual display 

material. Neatly executed cutouts 

are units that find ready acceptance 

from cooperating dealers who or- 

dinarily bar the standard type of 

tieup trim from their windows. 

Special Preview 

Run a special preview of “Num- 

bered Men” and invite the local 

newspaper men, police, court, prison 

and the local political officers. Run 

their official statements in connec- 

tion with your local ads. 

Word your invitation so that the 

people invited will expect something 

out of the ordinary. 

- Dispiay — 

Lobby Easel 

Mount the following excerpt from 

Oscar Wilde’s poem Ballad of Read- 

ing Gaol on an easel. Set 

your lobby and illustrate the poem 

with appropriate stills from the 

This type of: lobby is a 

and 

11 in 

picture. 

good attention getter sales 

builder. 

“T never saw a man who looked 

With such a wistful eye 

Upon that little rent of blue 

Which prisoners call the sky, 

And at every drifting cloud that 

went 

With sails of silver by. 

Souvenir 

Photos 

Every movie fan in the world 

would welcome the opportunity to 

secure an autographed photo of 

Bernice Claire and no better way 

to fill that certain off matinee or 

“supper” capacity 

audience can be devised than to 

advertise a special Souvenir Photo 

Performance. 

show with a 

These photos ordered in quanti- 

ties are reasonable in cost and can 

be secured through your exchange. 

Vitaphone | 

Accessories 

Available at your local exchanges 

are many Vitaphone accessories that 

will help you cash in on the million 

dollar Vitaphone advertising cam- | 

‘paign. 

‘ ‘mats; 
Men” will be at so-and-so store at a} sv 

Free trade mark euts and 

Vitaphone slug cuts; Vita- 

phone 

SEEEUEY manager. 

paper and a free Vitaphone ||| 

24-sheet are on hand. Ask your ac- 

Some Don’ts To Watch In 
Advertising And Exploitation 

Don’t sell “Numbered Men’’ as just an- 
other jail break story. It’s a big, dramatic 
love story told with a prison background. 

Don’t decorate the front of your theatre 
to look like a prison. Keep it etc. 

Don’t mix into politics either by statement 
or implication. 

Don’t glorify convicts. 

Don’t have striped convicts parading. 

Don’t forget the romantic angle of this 
picture. 

WHIRLWIND CAMPAIGN 

By whirlwind campaign in this 
instance, we refer to a concentrated 

drive for a box-office record, bring- 

ing into play the augmented adver- 

tising mediums you would usually 

employ, doubled and tripled, to- 
gether with every other exploitation 
medium than can constructively 

hook up with these units. “Num- 

bered Men” is the biggest picture 

you have ever played. That is a 
fact you must sell to your public 

in the most convincing way. you 

have ever sold anything. 

BILL LIKE A CIRCUS 

The posters and other accessories 

on “Numbered Men” are of strictly 

big- time calibre, the liberal use of 
yee 

aCveiivaws 

portance of this Wonlertal attrac- 

tion. Beg, borrow and steal every 

stand location in town. Plaster every 

available ‘shot’ with the smaller 

posters. Lithograph every empty 

window. Bill the limit with window 

eards. Herald the town like it has 

never been heralded before, 

SUPPLEMENTARY BILLING 

Don’t be satisfied in grabbing off 

every standard poster location. 
Send out a “bucket brigade’ along 

the highways, the site of buildings 

under construction and being dis- 

mantled, barns, fences and every 

available spot where a snipe can be 

posted. For this campaign get out 

type one and three sheets with copy 

similar to following: 

“NUMBERED MEN” 

Tells the Inside 

Story of Jail 

Riots 

with 

Conrad Nagel 

Bernice Claire 

Raymond Hackett 

Strand Next Week 

Get out tack cards with same copy 

and “hit” every post, tree and spot 

available. No matter where a person 

turns let your “Numbered Men” mes- 

sage meet his gaze. 

- tn nna tas = 

which 1s bouna to ne 

Watch The Newspapers 

the stories and enlarge them for 

lobby and outside display. Dress 

them up with stills from the picture, 

and catchlines reading “This is what - 

happens in ‘Numbered Men’ 

PLACE CARD 

This unit in itself establishes 

class. Deliver generous supplies of 
neatly executed place cards bearing 

copy suggested here, to managers of 

principal hotels, and headwaiters 

of your leading restaurants and 

cabarets. These should be welcomed 
on account of the gesture of friend- 

liness these cards embody for their 

guests and patrons. The usual com- 

plimentaries for the co-operating 
parties are in order and arrange that 

in the case of hotels, these cards are 

placed in each mail box or under the 
glass top of desk in rooms and in 

restaurants at the plate of each 

patron. Here is your copy. 

-WE. LIKE TO FEEL THAT 

YOU ARE OUR HONORED 

GUEST, BECAUSE YOU EN- 

JOY THE GOOD THINGS IN 

LIFE, APPRECIATE OT™ 

EFFORTS TO PLEASE 4 

OUR PERSONAL PLEASU. 

IN MAKING YOU WELCOME. 

MIGHT WE SUGGEST FOR 

YOUR FURTHER ENJOY- 

MENT, THE WITNESSING 

OF THAT HIGHLY RECOM- 

MENDED ATTRACTION, 

“NUMBERED MEN” AT THE 

STRAND THEATRE. 

THE MANAGEMENT 

With a slight alteration of copy, 

these cards are ideal for taxis and 
bus lines, also as counter cards in 

leading stores and smart shops. 

PAPER BAGS 

An additional angle is furnished 
here, namely supplying one or more 

grocers with a few thousand stan- 
dard sized paper bags carrying the 

following imprint. 

THANK YOU. CALL AGA’ 
IN FURTHER APPREC. 
TION MIGHT WE MAKE ._ 
SUGGESTION THAT WILL 
MAKE YOUR SHOPPING EX- 
PEDITION ALL THE MORE 
PROFITABLE. BY ALS 
MEANS SEE “NUMBERED 
MEN” AT THE STRAND. 

for headline news about jails. Clip 

99 
etc. 
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Ideas! Ideas! 
Exploitation Stunts That Are 

Cheap and Effective! 

Ideas! Practical 

The above picture illustrates the 
novel frames and photographs that 

have been supplied to Jantzen deal- 

ers for counter display and window 

-trim. This is just one of the many 

tie-up accessories prepared by the 

Jantzen Knitting Mills to make 

your exploitation arangements with 

Jeeal Jantzen distributors as easy 

ssible. 

exander Gray and Bernice Claire 

are featured in an international Ex- 

ploitation arrangement between the 

Jantzen Knitting Mills, Portland, 

Oregon and First National Pictures, 

Ine. Your local Jantzen dealer is 

ready to cooperate with you in the 

way of window displays and other 

exploitation stunts. Get to work on 

this tie-up now. 

Marquee 

Stacattos 

NUMBER 1 ON YOUR LIST OF | 

WHAT TO SEE. 

* * * 

GLARING REVELATIONS — 

AZING DISCLOSURES — 

‘TLING EXPOSURES. 

* * * 

AN INNOCENT MAN TRADES 

A NAME FOR A NUMBER. 

* * * 

SENSATIONAL PICTURIZA - 

TION OF THE FOREMOST TOPIC 

OF TODAY. 

WHOSE WAS THE GREATER 

CLAIM, LOVE OR THE LAW? 

National 

Frock Tieup 

A number of First National stars 

are identified with the popular and 

stylish line of gowns, known to the 

*~ade as Leading Lady Frocks. 
\ice Claire has had one of the 
, alluring models named after 

-~~t«. In every town and city main- 

taining exclusive gown dealers you 

will find one or more leading de- 

partment stores or specialty shops 

that feature this line. Special ac- 

cessories and window trim material 

is available on the Bernice Claire 
Beading Lady Frock and by all 

2ans make an immediate, contact 

h these cooperating manufac- 

“gs the moment your “Numbered 

"*playdates are set. Write to 

\ARON METCHIK, FASHION 

RTISING CO., 313 West 37th 

New York, N. Y. and ask 

specify their dealer in your 

afr. Metchik, will set the 

_vels in motion immediately and 

see that the maximum of ¢o-opera- 
tion is assured. 

As soon as you are able to contact 
_the dealer in question, supply him 

with suitable additional tieup win- 

dow trim such as mounted stills, 

poster cutouts, usual hand-lettered 

_tieup show-card, ete. 
_ These frocks are also excellent as 

prizes for any contest or special | 

stunt you may put over in connec- 
tion with this picture. 

Tabloid 

_ Newspaper 

Sporting Store 

Tie-up 

In addition to giving out the usual 

heralds make up throwaways in the 

form of a tabloid newspaper. Fill 

it full of cuts from the pictures and 

in pseudo-tabloid stories written 

style. 

Invite local merchants to take 

space in the paper (thereby sharing 

in cost of printing with you) and 

use these merchants as distribution 

centers for the papers. 

Feature 

Trailer 

The soul-stirring, action filled 

trailer on “Numbered Men” is noth- 

ing short of a feature on any pro- 

gram. It will prove as welcome and 

entertaining as any unit on your bill, 

if scheduled in each performance at 

least a week in advance of your 

“Numbered Men” opening. 

Tense dramatic moments, glimpses 

of the men rioting, tender romantic 

moments, and other highlights from 

the picture will work up an en- 

thusiasm and box office demand never 

before equaled through this splendid 

exploitation medium. 

The “Numbered Men” 

trailer is an asset you cannot afford 

de luxe 

to ignore. 

Helbros Watch 

Natianal 
= were Ww eeee 

Helbros Watch Company, manu- 

facturers and distributors of one of 

the most beautiful and popular lines 

of wrist watches in the world, have 

named one of their most attractive 

models in honor of Bernice Claire. 

The exploitation features in con- 

nection with this big national tieup 

are many and varied and exhibitors 

are assured of 100 percent coopera- 

tion from all local Helbros dealers. 

The moment “Numbered Men” play- 

dates are set, write to Mr. Samuel 

J. Baril, Helbros Watch Company, 

48 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 

and he will put you in touch with 

their dealer in your city, see that 

complete campaign material is forth- 

‘coming and outline a proposition 

whereby you can cash in on this 

live wire proposition. 

Truck 

Ballyhoo 

Have a truck going thru the main 

streets of the town bannered on the 

story and theatre. To attract atten- 

tion to the truck equip it with a 

large siren. Use the following copy. 

What Is The Cause of 

Jailbreaks? 

See the Answer at the Stran¢ 

In ‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

Is Love Mightier Than 

The Law 

See ‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

Theatre 

ee wer oe Sot ee heel ae ae 

itp ry 

Arrange with your local sporting 

goods stores for windows playing 

up the angle of how these “num- 

bered men” fought for the privilege 

of getting in the good conduct room 

so as to get the use of sporting 

goods and the privilege of being out 

in the open. 

Parade of “Num- 
bered Men” 
(Sandwich Men) 

Have a string of sandwich men 

dressed in convict gray parade thru 

the main streets of your town car- 
rying copy somewhat as follows: 

They call us 
‘‘Numbered Men’’ 

Is Love Mightier 
Than the Law? 

What Causes 
Prison Riots? 

How Much of a Part 
Does Love Play? 

What Gives Convicts 
The Crazy Courage to 

E 

Theatre 

‘‘Numbered Men’’ 
Theatre 

Street 

_ Ballyhoo 

Have a man dressed as a guard 

leading two blood hounds with the 

following theatre billing tied on 

their bodies: 

We’re going to trail King Cal- 

lahan, the escaped convict in “Num- 

bered Men” at the The- 

atre on 

“NUMBERED MEN” 

is a story on what 

the newspapers are 

featuring in their 

headlines every day. 

BILL 
ot 
= BIG 2 

STARS TIED IN 
Through a carefully planned and 

comprehensive arrangement with the 

national advertising agency handling 

the account of LaFrance Rings, ex- 

hibitors can take advantage of splen- 

did cooperation from your leading 

local jewelers. Among the First Na- 

tional stars tied in with these ex- 

ceptionally attractive and popular 

novelty rings are Bernice Claire, 

Alexander Gray and Noah Beery. 
Individual rings in which are 

mounted beautiful semi - precious 

gems have been named after these 

stars and will be featured in the 
jeweler’s displays concurrent with 

your “Numbered Men” campaign. 

An array of special display acces- 
sories featuring the First National 

stars in question are supplied to all 

dealers handling these beautiful, 
nationally advertised rings. This 

product is receiving continuous in- 

tensive exploitation playing up 

First National stars in any number 

of widely circulated publications, 
ineluding the Sat. Eve. Post. 

Every LaFrance salesman is 
equipped with a special promotion 

and campaign folio and every dealer 

in the country is presented with full 

tieup details and complete outline of 

the cooperative possibilities. 

HOW TO CASH IN 
The moment your playdate on 

“Numbered Men” is set, notify MR. 
JOHN SCHUMAN, THE BIOW 

LAFRANCE RINGS NATIONAL TIE-UP 

COMPANY, INC., 521 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. and he will 
start the ball rolling immediately. 
You will be advised who their deal- 

ers are in your city and also see that 
these jewelers follow the campaign 

plans. This will mean special c¢o- 
operative window displays, featuring 

the special accessories and the rings 

identified with Bernice Claire. In 

many cases the jeweler’s newspaper 

advertising will play up this tieup 

angle. Supply these dealers with 
whatever. supplementary window 

trim they may require including 

neatly executed poster cutouts, 

mounted stills, tieup showeard, ete. 

WINDOW TRIM UNITS 
Reproduced upon this page is a 

fac-simile of one of the attractive 

window and counter displays sup- 
plied all LaFrance dealers. The pic- 

tures of First National stars are 

inserts of the substitution of the 

stars in question is made (in this 
instance Bernice Claire) during 
period of tieup. This accessory is 

made up in silver on black with 

green velvet pads for ring display. 

ADDITIONAL DISPLAYS 
Another attention arresting win- 

dow trim unit is an art display card 

of silver and blue 12 x 15 which 

carries likenesses of First National 
stars and their direct hookup with 

LaFrance Rings. Reprints of the na- 

tional ads are also available. 

REAL LAFRANCE COOPERATION 

Reproduced below is fac-simile of the special instruction sheet LaFrance 
is sending out to all their dealers. The same goes to prove the splendid 
spirit of cooperation First National exhibitors can expect as soon ag 

you contact your local jeweler. 

INSTRUCTION SHEET 
For the POWERFUL NEW 

LaFRANCE MERCHANDISING HELPS! 

1. 
Find out from the nearest theatre showing First National Pictures, 
when it will be showing pictures featuring the stars listed below. Show 
in your windows the very La FRANCE Rings named after these stars 
.»-in aseries of smashing displays, during the run of their pictures. 

STAR RING 

Doug. Fairbanks, Jr 1725 
Jack Mulhall 1715 

Noah Beery 2085 
Alexander Gray 1720 

Chester Morris 1705 
Sydney Blackmer 1710 

STAR RING 
Alice White 5270 

Lois Wilson 5363 

Dorothy Mackail 5366 
Bernice Claire 5135 

Lila Lee 1377 

Loretta Young 5250 

Place in your windows, along with the new La FRANCE Display and 
? g Easeled Reprint of the beautiful Saturday Evening Post advertise- 

ment, other display material and photographs to be secured from 
local theatre managers. Don’t be afraid to ask for their cooperation 
...every First National exhibitor has been advised about La FRANCE’S 
“Tie-up” with the First National Stars. They will work with you! 

Back up the great news appeal of your window display with a well- 
timed series of newspaper advertisements (shown on the cut and 
copy sheet enclosed). Offer free Souvenir Photos of First National 
Stars (furnished by LaFrance Merchandising Dept.) to these who cut 
out and bring in your advertisements. Order your “mat” require- 
ments at once on the enclosed return postcard; they will be sent free. 

4. Arrange “Screen Star” contests with theatres... get your name into 
their lobbies . . . get their name into your window. And remember! 
that the local theatre managers’ experience in merchandising tie-ups 
and contests can help you... and is at your service. 

LaFRANCE JEWELRY COMPANY 
Jackson Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The LaFRANCE Screen Star Tie-up adds untold sales appeal to your 
store and to the LaFRANCE Rings you carry—a live powerful News 
Interest that can be turned into direct sales! Swing solidly behind the plan! 

page. 

DOOR-KNOB ENVELOPES 
This unique advertising medium is called 
to your attention, owing to 
economical value. 
tration shows how it is used. The same not 
only safely protects the enclosure bat pro- 
vides for a headline or teaser message on 
the outside. 
tion of all heralds, throwaways, advertising 
novelties and can be sealed. 

IT HANGS SECURELY ON THE DOOR. 
KNOB, attracting undivided attention. 

_ This Door-Knob Envelope is ideal for use 
in the “Herald Stunt” idea funished on this 

THESE DOOR-KNOB ENVELOPES DIRECT FROM 
CHANIN ADVERTISING SYNDICATE, Inc. 

276 West 43rd Street, New York, N. Y. 
The following grades and sizes are recommended. 
Kraft 20Ilb, No. 61% (size 356 x 6%) 
Price 5 to 9M $6.00 per M.—10 to 24M $5.00 per M. 
Kraft 20Ib. No. 10% (size 444x9%) 
Price 5 to 9M $6.50 per M.—10 to 24M $5.50 

its extreme 
The accompanying illus- 

It insures 100 percent distribu- 

per M. 
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| Vitaphone Makes Life-likely Realistic . 
The Marvelously Tense Mutiny Scenes! 

Another Hollywood || WANTED NEW FILM|“Numbered Men” 
LOCALE: GOT IT | ComingTo ...... 

IN PRISON Theatre. ...... 
(ADVANCE—VITAPHONE) 

Mervyn Le Roy, the youngest as (ADVANCE NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) well as one of the cleverest of motion 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and picture directors, was in search of a 
new background for a movie—and|Raymond Hackett head the all-star 

cast of “Numbered Men,” a very he found it in prison! 
Le Roy spent a week in San/high-powered dramatic “special com-| 

Quentin, but the stay was voluntary.|/ing to the ............. Theatre 
He did it to get accurate “atmos- 
phere” for an entirely new sort of 

prison drama, “Numbered Men,” 
which he then directed for First Na- 
tional. 

; 2 3 When “Numbered Men” comes to 

Vitaphone picture, which is com- (he ee Theatre, where it 
Oe cds oe fs oa will head the bill for ........... 
LET CS 11 Bee gle eet peters days;-—beommin ps. ae > the 

effects of Le Roy’s voluntary prison 

experience will be seen. The power- 

fully dramatic, intensely human 

story has accurate and_ realistic 

prison backgrounds for its entire 

locale. Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire 

and Raymond Hackett head the cast. 

Not all of it takes place behind 

the grim walls, however. Some of it 

is at a convict labor camp, some on 

the road with the road gang, and 

some at a’ farm house near where the 

road gang works. There some of the 

most dramatic scenes of the picture 

take place. 
Nagel takes the character of an 

outstanding type of crook who, in 

the end, makes a great sacrifice for 

the happiness of the lovers, Miss 

Claire and Hackett. Ralph Ince ap- 

pears in a villainous role, participat- 
ing in a thrilling and unusual scene 

of prison riot and jail break. Tully 
Marshall and other favorites have 

fine parts. 

What Ca uses Jail Riots? 

Paradox! They Call Them 
Conrad Nagel is Hollywood’s 

paradox; for instance, he goes to 

church, sings in the choir, is a 

noted philanthropist prominent 

in all charitable work—and plays 

some of the best “crook roles” 

on the screen! 

Nagel, at his best, is featured 

with Bernice Claire and Raymond 

Hackett at the head of an all- 

star cast in First National’s 

“Numbered Men.” Mervyn LeRoy 

directed this highly -dramatic 

“Numbered Men” is a Vitaphone 

production by First National, based 

on the story and play by Dwight 

Taylor. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 

picture, which deals realistically with 

prison life, the honor system, the life 

of road gangs, and a highly dramatic, 
jail break. 

These subjects, however, are merely 

a novel background for a strikingly 
unusual love story, that is woven into 

the tense drama of prison intrigue, 

showing that while isolated from the 

world, a whole little world goes on 

inside the walls. Gangsters strive 

to kill one another for wrongs suffered 

“outside,” men “inside” plot against 

men “outside,” men “outside” plot 
against men “inside.” 

In the all-star supporting cast are 

Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, Maurice 

Black, William Holden, Blanche 

Frederici, Ivan Linow, George Cooper 

and Frederick Howard. With them 

are some of the most picturesque and 

tough-looking extras ever gathered 

for a picture. 

Nagel’s role is one of the best he 

has ever played. He is a convicted 

counterfeiter, an honor prisoner who 

is permitted to go out with the road 

gang, a politician within the prison 

and an influence on outside affairs. 

Miss Claire, the little opera prima 

donna who has made such a hit in} 

several important films as “No, No, 
Nanette” and “Song of the Flame,” 
takes her first non-musical film role 
in “Numbered Men* and prove? &@ 
fine actress. 

“NUMBERED MEN” 
IS FILM BASED ON 

BIG JAIL RIOT 
(ADVANCE—VITAPHONE) 

A new type of dramatic event was 
chosen by First National Studio in 
producing “Numbered Men,”  all- 
talking Vitaphone picture, coming 

aes to the ........ Theatre. 
The story is based on a prison 

mutiny, in which long term and life 
prisoners risk everything, including 
their lives to escape from jail. 

A well-known judge said recently: 
“The ‘jail break,’ or co-operative at- 
tempt by many men to escape serv- 
‘ng sentences, is a new phase of crime 
development in the United States. 
These attempts are in most cases di- 
rected from the outside, and are as 
carefully planned as the human mind 
can imagine. Fortunately, they rarely 
succeed, but it demands the utmost 
vigilance on the part of guards and 
wardens to frustrate them.” 

As can be expected, “Numbered 
Men” is packed with drama and sus- 
pense. It is mostly a tale of men, 
but romance, too, exists in the prison 
life depicted in a boy and girl friend- 
ship in the environs of a convict 
labor camp. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, and 
Raymond Hackett are featured. The 

story, which is adapted from Dwight 

Taylor’s play, “Jail Break,” occurs 
mostly behind the bars. When the 

prison mutiny starts, the boy is in- 

voluntarily drawn into it, although he 

has but a short time before he can 
rejoin his sweetheart. 

Nagel appears as a “good conduct” 
prisoner, Miss Claire, a charming 
new screen personality, is the girl 

on the outside, and Hackett is the 

youth. In the all-star cast of promi- 

nent characters are Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, William 
Holden, Blanche’ Frederici, Ivan 

Linow, George Cooper and Frederic 

Howard. 
Mervyn Le Roy directed this First 

National picture. 

Cut No. 18 Cut goc Mat roc 

“Numbered Men” is based on 

Dwight Taylor’s famous stage 

play, and like the play gives a 

true picture of prison life, and 

a startling one. The prison back- 

ground, inside the grim walls, out 

on the roads with the gangs, and 

at the convict farms, constitute 

the entire background for the 

plot, and it is an intensely in- 

teresting one. 

Against that background, a 

fascinating love story and drama 

with plenty of punch and action 

is enacted. 

Ralph Ince, Tully Marshall, 

Maurice Black, William Holden, 

Ivan Linow, George Cooper and 

other favorites appear in the all- 

star cast. 

Gone is their country. Gone are 
their loves. Gone is everything 
but hope. Just numbers among 
other numbers. 

But their souls still live. Their 
desires still burn. Their hearts 
still ery for the pleasures they see 
from behind steel bars. 

Is it any wonder they go stir- 
crazy? 

NUMBERED 

Fate wrote their story with a steel 
pen, dripping the ink of life. 
Now the camera creeps into their 
souls to capture all their hidden 
‘thoughts and strange secrets. 
You'll see their INSIDE STORY 
dramatically depicted by 

CONRAD NAGEL 

BERNICE CLAIRE 

RAYMOND HACKETT 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 
Wm. Holden, Tully Marshall 

ae fe we we 

How much of a part 

does Love play? 

What gives these 

numbered men the 

crazy courage that 

sends them rushing 

in wicked frenzy to 

freedom or ruin? 

Adapted from the stage play “Jailbreak” 
by Dwight Taylor 

Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 

A First National & Vitaphone Picture 

Begins Tomorrow At The 

STRANI 
Prison Scenes In Factory | Nagel Noted For Enunciation 
A large factory in Southern Cali- Although Conrad Nagel, who ap- 

fornia was rented and put into opera-| pears in “Numbered Men,’ now at 
tion for prison scenes of “Numbered|the .......... Theatre, has been on- 
Mon,” now ~at tho. The-|the screen for some time, it remained 
atre. It was of course impossible|for the advent of talking pictures 
actually to take these scenes behind|to discover his greatest quality was 
the walls of the penitentiary, because} his splendid voice. It is claimed that 
of the disturbance of discipline and| Nagel has better enunciation than 
the possibility of riot. any other actor in Hollywood. | 



“‘Numbered Men” Gives An Intimate Glimpse 
Into The Lives Of The Men In The “Big House”’ 

/% | TALKIES TRIPLE WORK JERITZA PROTEGE 
OF DIRECTORS BECAUSE Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

OF NEW REQUIREMENTS 

Maurice Black, Ivan Linow, George 

Cooper and Frederic Howard. 

ing feminine role in “Numbered 
Men,” now at the The- 

: 5 : atre, is a protege of Jeritza. She 
big riot and escape is one of the received her first singing instruction physical thrills of the picture, but in Oakland High School. When she 
—strangely enough, from the lay-|went to New York Jeritza wag 

fascinated by her voice and put her 
under the tutelege of Emil Polak, 

: Jeritza’s own voice instructor, important place 

The story is based on Dwight 
Taylor’s stage hit, “Jail Break.” A 

Mechanics of Sound and Color Have so Im- 
proved Film, Other Departments Furnish- 

ing New Ideas to Keep Pace 
By JAY BRIEN CHAPMAN 

~—— Cut No. 21 Cut 20c Mat 5c 
man’s naive view of prison life—a 

charming and novel love story o0c- 

cupies the most 

throughout the exciting reels, 

Sensational Prison 

State Gets Free Road 
= *. The state of California got about 666 ” 

Explains Stir Crazy a half mile of road improved at the 

Story Announced 

For pare eee Theatre 
“Stir crazy” is a term used for a expense of First National Pictures ““They say that since the talkies swept the country and the| peculiar form of mild insanity which|while “Numbered Men,” now at the Raymond Hackett, Conrad entertainment world, actors and actresses are so busy learning many men long confined in a peni-|.......... Theatre, was being filmed. Nagel and Bernice Claire their lines at night and speaking them during the day that|tentiary. It generally comes either/The last part of the picture takes In Vitaphone Film there is no longer any time for Hollywood parties,’’ remarks | from knowledge of hardships to loved place in a convict road camp. First 

) 

(FEATURE—VITAPHONE OR SILEN T) 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 

VITAPHONE) 
“Numbered Men,” the new and gen- 

sational romance laid behind prison 
bars, has been booked as the next 
talking picture at the 

Raymond Hackett head the all-star 
cast of this First National and Vita- 
‘ melodrama, which touches 

in element of modern crime 
‘ -o the screen. Tully Marshall, 
Ralph Ince Maurice Black, William 
Holden, Blanche Frederici, Ivan 
Linow, George Cooper, and others 
portray startling and unusual char- 
acters behind the bars, and on the 
“outside.” 

The story depicts events in the 
life of a boy, portrayed by Hackett, 
who has but a short time left to serve, 
but who is drawn against his will 
into a jail break. The penalty for 
participation is death or long im- 
prisonment. All phases of prison 
life are shown in “Numbered Men” 
as well as the sensational scenes of 
the “break,” said to be one of the 
most poignant dramatic depictions 
shown by a talkie. 

a __~pissoner- and Miss Claire, noted be- 
fore as a screen singer, proves her 
right to be called one of the most 
talented of youthful actresses. A 
ehing new sereen personality, 

votes her abilities exclusively 
ma in this role, 

avumbered Men” is an adaptation 
of Dwight Taylor’s “Jail Break.” 
Al Cohn and Henry McCarthy wrote 
adaptation and dialogue. Mervyn 
LeRoy directed. 

Bernice Claire 
Now Talkie Star 
Continues Lessons 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire, who is featured 
with Conrad Nagel and Raymond 
Hackett in First National’s current 
Vitaphone attraction at the ........ 
Theatre, “Numbered Men,” is a noted 
opera and musical comedy prima 
donna, but she still takes singing 
lessons! 

“*“areover, her 

Eggers of 
original teacher, 

Oakland High 
s, still teaches her. Miss 

ikxggers is now superintendent of 
musical arts in the high schools of 
the California city, but she flies to 
Los Angeles by airplane every week 
end to instruct the new movie star. 

Miss Claire was the protege of 
Jeritza, and when the famous opera 
star introduced her to the world as 
“the youngest prima donna,” the 
star’s accompanist, Emil Polak, was 
her teacher. Miss Eggers, however, 
was her first instructor and it is to 
her that the new movie star attributes 
her original success in opera and 
musical comedy. 
~ “Numbered Men” is not a musical 
picture but a tense drama of prison 

___ *e, with a novel love story and shift- 
ing elements of pathos, thrills and 

comedy running throughout. It is 
“Miss Olaire’s fifth picture, but it 
marks her debut in a strietly dra- 
matic, non-musical role. : 
- Mervyn Le Roy directed the pic- 
ture, in which such favorites as Tully 
Marshall, Ralph Ince, Ivan Linow, 
George Cooper, Maurice Black and 
thers appear. 

Mervyn Le Roy, noted young film director. 
“Tf that’s so, consider the case of the film director, who since the talkies have arrived doe 

ever did before. If players are kept busy, what about the man who must memorize all the lines, 
study all the costumes, check all the 
sets, psycho-analyze all the parts?” 

Le Roy was being interviewed in 
connection with a remarkable prison 
film he had just directed, “Numbered 
Men,” a First National offering com- 
ing to the Theatre ..... 

This picture, it is said, de- 
serves a place with “Harold Teen,” 
“Broadway Babies” and “Show Girl 
in Hollywood” among the Le Roy 
hits, 

“It isn’t the mechanics that bring 
more work for the directors. It’s 
the fact that improved photography, 
sound, color and other film improve- 
ments have made the mechanical side 
so real that the story side, acting 
side, and directorial side must be 
much more realistic than ever be- 
fore,” Le Roy explains. 

“We are no longer satisfied with 
story situations, characters, even bits 
of business that are less real than 
the mechanics of the sereen, now 
very nearly capable of providing 
perfect “illusion =e 

“To get this realism we must do 
more in a shorter space of time than 
is necessary in preparing a stage 
play. Despite the real flesh-and-blood 
characters on the stage, stage pre- 
sentations are less real than motion 
pictures because of the closer view, 

more varied and intimate angles, and 

greater detail that in the talkie give 

the spectator the illusion of walking 
around among the film characters.” 

These matters mean more realistic 
thrills for the spectator and many 
times more work for the director 

and his staff, Le Roy points out. He 

cites as evidence, facts in connection 

with the filming of ‘Numbered 
Men:” 

Preparation period before a film 

scene was taken, six weeks. His 

average working day during this 

period, fifteen hours. 

Two weeks were consumed in 

prison visits, San Quentin and Fol- 

som were objects of intensive study 

by Le Roy and his technical staff, 

under the guidance of Clem Peoples, 

noted peace officer. 

With Peoples, Le Roy made the 

journey with several crooks from Los 

Angeles to “the big house,” inter- 

viewing them on the way and watch- 

ing them go through all the processes 

of becoming convicts. One was a 

second-degree murderer, sentenced to 

life; the other a pickpocket who had 

evaded capture for fifteen years. 

He interviewed nearly five hundred 
prisoners at several penitentiaries, in 

convict camps, road gangs and shops. 

Then he came back to the studio 

to begin the regular preparation for 
the picture, such as supervising the 
making of sets, costumes, and story 

SR Eee 

preparation, and the selection of 
players. 

By this great amount of eareful 
preparation, however, “Numbered 
Men” will present at the -.__...... 
Theatre a Vitaphone tour of some 
of the country’s most noted prisons, 
convict camps and “honor systems,” 
combined into one continuous back- 
ground for a very punchy, realistic 
and human drama. Q 

Begins 

TOMORROW 

Live behind the bars 
for a few thrilling mo- 
ment. See the convict 
camps, labor gangs, 
mess hall. Get the 
feeling that sends these 
men rushing in wicked 
frenzy to love or ruin. 

s at least twice as much as he 

ones outside, or from failure to hear 
from them. A vivid picture of prison 
life, woven around a riot, is given 
in “Numbered- Men,” now at the 

"EE CTAL COS 

National hired 250 extras and in- 
troduced them to pick and_ shovel 
work and blasting on a section of 
road provided by the state of Cali- 
fornia. 

Continuous 

Performance 

Sirens blow! Men shriek! 
A thousand frenzied con- 
victs break steel to face steel 
in one mad dash for free- 
dom. And a girl’s hopes go 
up with the first blast! It’s - 
as strong as the unwritten 
law that binds two young 
hearte —_ eT " 

Fight-mad! 

Love Starved! 

Risking All For 

A Woman’s Burn- 

ing Kiss! 

Adapted from stage 
play . “Jailbreak” = by 
Dwight Taylor. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and|{|_ 
Raymond Hackett are featured in 
“Numbered Men,” and among the 
prominent figures in the supporting 
cast are Ralph Ince, ‘Tully Marshall, 

Conrad 

NAGEL 
‘Bernice 

CLAIRE 

—— — 

<9) a 
A FIRS 
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Superbly directed by 

MERVYN 
LEROY 

SRN ARN «tw Sa Sean Beamon 

Raymond 

HACKETT 
- 
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That Vies 
Most Women Do Not 

Wait For Convicted 

Sweethearts 

Plays Picture 

Crook: Real 
Life Different 

Conrad Nagel, Respected Hol- 

lywood Citizen, Cast As Con- 

vict in “Numbered Men” 

Picture Company 
On Location In 

Convict Camp 

(ADVANCE READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

There are more than 100,000 wives 
“Numbered Men,” Melodrama, 

Opens at _-------------- With 

Nagel and Miss Claire 
and sweethearts in the United States 

(ADVANCE NEWS— today, according to estimates of 

VITAPHONE) 

A convict road camp of the Cali- 

fornia State Prison Board was the 

location spot for many of the ex- 

terior scenes in “Numbered Men,” 

First National and Vitaphone ro- 

mance of a prisoner, which comes 

ee ee to he eee 

Theatre. 

The entire cast jneluding Conrad 

Nagel, Bernice Claire, Raymond 

Hackett, and 200 movie “convicts,” 

lived two weeks in the camp, which 

is situated in the mountains near 

Saugus, California. During the day 

the men lived the lives of prisoners, 

working on the roads under the hot 

sun, with Director Mervyn LeRoy 

as the “guard” and the cameras as 

“uns.” 

L. J. O’Connor formerly a special 

guard at San Quentin prison and in 

charge of convict labor gangs for 

many years, acted as technical ex- 

pert on all prison and camp se 

quences. Clem Peoples, an officer in 

the Los Angeles police department, 

was also a technical advisor. 

“Numbered Men” is the story of 

a prison riot, which involuntarily 

draws into the fight a youth who 

had but a short time left to serve. 

Its characters are dramatie and un- 

usual and, as can be expected, the 

picture is packed with suspense and 

action. 

Prominent in the cast of character 

players are Tully Marshall, Ralph 

Ince, Maurice Black, William 

Rinwaha  Wroderici, Ivan 

Holaen, Dianupg  ***s~ 

Linow, George Cooper and Frederic 

Howard, It is adapted from Dwight 

Taylor’s play; “Jail Break.” 

(CURRENT READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

Everybody in Hollywood loves 

Conrad Nagel and laughs at him! 

Polished gentleman, he’s rustic in 

temperament. The crook of many 

a movie melodrama, in real life he 

never fails to go to church on Sun- 

day. Master of several languages, 

his favorite is a sort of Yankee 

drawl. 

Gentleman of the world, he’ll 

argue with you that after all, there 

is no place in the world like his 

home town, Keokuk! 

One of Nagel’s best roles to date 

is in the First National all-star 

prison drama, “Numbered Men,”’ now 

playing at the: 23... Theatre. He 

plays a featured part with Bernice 

Claire and Raymond Hackett, who 

are the lovers of the piece. In the 

terrific dramatic denouement, Nagel 

makes a great sacrifice for their 

sakes. 
Love interest vies with melodra- 

matic thrills in “Numbered Men,” 

which presents prison-break scenes 

not soon. to be forgotten. Ralph 

Ince, Tully Marshall and other favor- 

ites appear to advantage in other 

roles. Mervyn Le Roy directed the 

picture. 

prison authorities, who promised to 

wait when their men were “sent up” 

to penitentiaries throughout the 

country. The figures were gathered 

by Mervyn LeRoy, director of “Num- 

bered Men,” the First National Vita- 

phone production which comes to the 

Se Gls se ea 

How many of them do? 

Very few, prison authorities state. 

The long stretch of years, when 

youth and beauty fade, is too much, 

they say. Such women are gener- 

ally thrown on their own resources 

to make a living, and it is often a 

hard struggle for existence while a 

lover is in the “big house.” Families, 

too, play an important role, almost 

invariably working on such women 

to persuade them to obtain a divorce, 

which they may legally do if their 

husband has been convicted as a 

felon, and thus clear the family 

name of prison taint. 

Women with children are gener- 

ally the most faithful, they say, de- 

spite many opportunities for mar- 

riage. 

Yet they point out, at the same 

time, many amazing cases of fidelity 

and loyalty of sweethearts over a 

period of years, fidelity which noth- 

ing can shake. Often, unfortunately, 

a man will get out only to cast such 

a woman aside for a younger one. 

The lowest period of despair in a 

prisoner’s existence comes when the 

letters begin to stop. These, and 

many more phases of prison exis- 

tence are vividly pictured in “Num- 

bered Men,” the cast including Con- 

rad Nagel, Bernice Claire, Raymond 

Hackett, Tully Marshall and Ralph 

Ince. 

Farm All Under One 

Roof? Sure, In the 

Talkie Film 

(ADVANCE) 

A farm that looks to be acres in 

extent was artificially built, not from 

the ground up but ground and all, 

inside a movie “sound stage” for 

the filming of “Numbered Men.” 

This First National Vitaphone dra- 

matie hit, directed by Mervyn Le 

Roy and featuring Bernice Claire, 

Conrad Nagel and Raymond Hackett, 

comes to the ....----+++:: Theatre 

Ree creer Then you will see the 

farmyard, barns, sheds, cattle pens, 

and glimpses of fields. They’re all 

inside! 

Real locations, however, were used 

for the convict labor camp, and a 

real convict labor camp used by the 

State of California and situated near 

the town of Saugus, was filmed for 

certain scenes. In these scenes the 

actors and extras mingle with the 

real convicts. 

A real all-star cast is seen in this 

highly dramatic and human version 

Tense Prison Drama 

‘Numbered Men” 

At .... Theatre 

(CURRENT READER— 

VITAPHONE) 

“Numbered Men,” a tense prison 

drama now showing AL (Resse steeae 

Theatre, shows that life within the 

grim walls isn’t so different from life 

outside. 

The picture, however, does not deal 

exclusively with a locale imside a 

prison; it follows the convicts who 

are on the “honor system” out into 

some pretty mountain scenery where 

they are building roads. Many of 

the most highly dramatic scenes of 

all take place on @ ranch near the 

eonvict read camp. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire and 

Raymond Hackett are featured, but 

the cast is practically all-star, with 

such favorites as Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black and 

George Cooper. Mervyn Le Roy di- 

rected ‘Numbered Men,” after a 

study of San Quentin, Folsom and 

other prisons. 

Extras and convicts labored side 

by side to build roads for the State 

of California and scenes of “Num- 

bered Men.” The story is based on 

Dwight Taylor’s play, “Jail Break.” 

with 

A prison riot and escape furnishes | of Dwight Taylor’s play, which is CONRAD 

one of the greatest thrills. First|the first dealing intimately with the 

National produced it. lives of convicts in road gangs, where N A G E _ 

their existence is not so different 

—————————
— from that of other folk. Tully Mar- BERNICE 

shall, Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 

Ivan Linow, William Holden and 

other favorites have prominent parts. 

Everything from the hen’s cackle 

to the old oaken bucket is found on 

the “inside” farm set. The director 

had no need to cage his animals used 

in the set; they were kept in by the 

CLAIRE 
and RAYMOND 
HACKETT 

This is 

Bernice Claire’s 

first non sin in stage doors during the week they Directed by 

: g 2 were used. Real hay and grain was MERVYN LEROY 

given them, but the artificial corn 

role and 
shacks were protected from their 

_|ravages! 

All the sounds of “down on the 

farm,” too, are brought to the screen 

by the microphones. She’s Wonderful! : 
|) ms en 

as 

The roar of prison riot behind the bars! 

The story of human hearts that beat behind grey wa... 

“Numbered Men” Offers Love Interest" 
With Melodra 

CATCHLINES 
The drama of a woman who waits. 

matic Thrills 
4 

Men who are forgotten—women who sometimes forget. 

A powerful picture of the world behind steel bars. 

Do you believe that ‘women never wait?’? — See 

NUMBERED MEN. 

A drama of love and fury among caged men. 
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Is Love Mightier Than The Law? 
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_H “I know only one—— 

law — that men 

and women who 

love each ot} 

should have e 

other. My arms 

were made to hold 

you—not to rattle 

the bars of an 

iron cell for ten 

years.” 

The Inside Facts 

of prison riots 

told in one of the 

finest dramatic ro- 

mances we have 

ever shown. 

Adapted from the stage 

play “Jailbreak” by 
Dwight Taylor. 
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Dramatic Depiction 

Of Prison Life At 

Theatre 

(CURRENT READER— 
VITAPHONE) 

“Numbered Men,” First National’s 

highly dramatic Vitaphone depiction 

of prison life, is now playing at the 

Sa wie Theatre. 

In it are Conrad Nagel, 

Claire and Raymond Hackett, fea- 

tured in a trio of fine roles, and such 

Bernice 

~==favorites as Ralph Ince, Tully Mar- 
shall, George Cooper, William Holden, 

Maurice Black and Blanche Frederici. 

Mervyn Le Roy, who directed the 

‘~re, devoted a great deal of at- 

i n to securing accurate back- 

. >». «ds for his prison scenes, since 

= Phe whole picture, with an amazing 

variety of action, thrill, comedy, love 

interest and pathos, takes place in 

prison, out with the road gangs, at 

a convict labor camp and at a farm 

where the convicts eat. 
“Numbered Men” is based on 

Dwight Taylor’s stage drama, “Jail 

Break.” It affords Nagel one of the 

best roles in which he has ever ap- 

peared. 

Plays With Broken Foot 
Ralph Ince, who has one of the 

outstanding roles of the year in 
“Numbered Men,” the First National 

Vitaphone production now at the 
ee ce: Theatre, played through- 

out the entire picture with a broken 

foot. Ince broke one of the bones 

of a toe while on the beach and was 

en erutches at the time the role was 

34 to him. So anxious was. he 

lay the part that, against his 

_ wor’s advice, he gave up _ his 

erutches and instead strapped his foot 

tightly with adhesive. 

Nagel Talkie Pioneer 
Conrad Nagel, who appears in 

the Theatre on 

is one of the real pioneers of the 
talkies. Al Jolson broke the silence 

of the screen in “The Jazz Singer,” 

and Nagel was the next to arrive. 

He appeared in “Glorious Betsy,” 

and in a number of pictures that 

immediately followed. 

eee wee ee es RUMTALIO UM 2 nc we wt es 

_ Wears Beard Continually 
Tully Marshall, who appears in 

“Numbered Men” now at the 
Be - Theatre, wears a beard the 

year around, not because he wants 

to, but because it’s less trouble than 
to keep growing one. He is con- 
tinually cast in roles ealling for lack 
of a shave, so finally gave up the 
idea of remaining smooth shaved 

unless a picture’ ‘happened to’ eall 

for it. 

Prison Life Shown 
In “Numbered Men”’ 

(CURRENT READER) 

The hardest thing that Mervyn 

LeRoy had to do in filming “Num- 

bered Men,” which comes to the 

on as a First 
National Vitaphone production, was 

to teach actors to talk without mov- 
ing their lips. 

The story concerns penitentiary life. 

Prisoners are not allowed to talk to 

each other during working hours, and 

to be So doing so brings severe 
ne 
—_—-——— uuu 1088 ofr privileges. How- 

ever in all prisons the prisoners have 

developed a system of talking while 

looking straight ahead and without 

moving their lips. 

To instruct the men engaged in 

the prison scenes not to move their 

lips or not to talk out of the corner 

of the mouths like gangsters or tough 

guys outside of prison, proved a 

difficult task, as ordinarily lip move- 
ment is one of the most important 

things in filming talkies. A former 
prisoner in San Quentin penitentiary 

acted as technical advisor and re- 
hearsed the “actor-prisoners” in pre- 

paring for these scenes. 

Conrad Nagel, Bernice Claire, 

Raymond Hackett, Tully Marshall, 

Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, and 

William Holden are among those in 

the cast. 

Ince First Lincoln Film 
Portrayer 

From Abraham Lincoln to a tough 

convict is a far stretch, but it is 

encompassed in the career of Ralph 

Ince, who plays one of the leading 

roles in “Numbered Men” now show- 
ing at the Theatre. Ince 

was the first actor to play Abraham 

Lincoln on the screen. He played the 

part a number of times about 18 

years ago. In this picture he takes 

the part of the toughest convict in 

a prison. 

UNSOLVED MYSTERY 
One of the mysteries of prison life 

is how convicts obtain knives, guns, 

and other weapons inside the prison 

walls. Quantities of such weapons 

are invariably found after each 

prison riot, Mervyn Le Roy, who di- 

rected “Numbered Men,” now at the 

Theatre, points out. 

have never’ solved _ this Officers 

problem, 

Present Day Reform 
The effects of present day attempts 

to rehabilitate convicts, especially 
youthful first offenders, through 

prison farms and rural outdoor life 

are vividly shown in “Numbered 
Men,” the First National prison 

drama which comes to the 
theatre on ........... Many states 

are now planning on regular prison 

farms in remote sections. 

CONRAD NAGEL 

“TALKIE” ROLE 

Plays Hero Who Doesn’t 
Get Girl, Bernice Claire, 

In Final Fadeout 

(ADVANCE NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

Conrad Nagel doesn’t get the girl 

in “Numbered Men,” the First Na- 

tional Vitaphone prison drama based 

‘on Dwight Taylor’s play, coming to 

the Theatre 

It is Raymond Hackett who 

awarded the love of the heroine in 

the end, which is a tough break for 

Nagel, because Bernice Claire is fea- 

tured with the two handsome gentle- 

men in the leading feminine role. 

Nagel plays an entirely new type 

of role, and if he has to do without 

love, the histrionic power and beauty 

of his characterization are compensa- 

tions. “Numbered Men” is an “in- 

side” story of prison life, inside the 

grim walls and out with the road 

gangs. Nagel takes the part of a 

convicted who is a 

political influence in the prison. 

At the end he makes a startling 

sacrifice for the happiness of the 

two lovers. The picture was directed 

by Mervyn Le Roy. 

Conrad Nagel became a film actor 

after playing juveniles on the stage, 

and few people know that he started 

his dramatic career because in college 

(Highland Park College at Des 

Moines) he was given the degree of 

Bachelor of Oratory. His stage career 

is 

counterfeiter 

began in Des “Moines in 1914, and 

he entered pictures in 1918. 

Until “Numbered Men,” all the 

pictures in which Mr. Nagel appeared 

presented him as the romantic lead 
who won the girl in the end, although 
many of his pictures have had sad 

endings. 

“Numbered Men” 
Has All-Star Cast 

(ADVANCE—SILENT) 

Tha. Theatre’s next at- 

traction will be a sensational prison 

drama, “Numbered Men,” produced 

by First National. Conrad Nagel, 

Bernice Claire and Raymond Hackett 

are the featured players, but the 

cast deserves the name all-star. 

Among the favorites in “Numbered 

Men” are Tully Marshall, Ralph Ince, 

Maurice Black, William MHolden, 

Blanche Frederici, Ivan Linow, 

George Cooper and Frederic Howard. 

The picture has one of the largest 

casts of any recently produced, for 

in addition to other characters the 

whole personnel of a big prison is 

represented. 
San Quentin is the model for the 

prison in “Numbered Men.” Director 

Mervyn Le Roy spent a week there 
with some of the cast, studying, 

photographing and _ sketching for 

“atmosphere.” 
Primarily “Numbered Men” is a 

powerful dramatic love story, but in 
these days of prison revolts it holds 

peculiar interest as a truly “inside” 

story of prison conditions. Its entire 

background is authentic, and deals 

with prison life behind the big walls, 

out on the road gang, and at the 

convict camps. It will be presented 

at the next eee eee ee ee LOAD 2 eee ee eee ve 

Pictures New Type Criminal 
In “Numbered Men,” now at the 

Se ees Theatre, Conrad Nagel is 

pictured as a higher type of prisoner. 
In fact he is shown reading the 
American Mereury in the prison re- 

creation room. This touch is not far- 

fetched, for as a matter of fact a 

number of convicts have written for 
the Mercury recently, and have es- 

tablished literary reputations which 

have stood them in goon stead when 

they got out. 

Bernice Claire In 
GETS NEW TYPE OF | Non-Musical Role 

For First Time 

Plays Straight Dramatic 
Part After Three 

Film Musicals. 

(CURRENT NEWS— 
VITAPHONE) 

Bernice Claire, musical comedy and 

opera prima donna, has just reached 

theyfilm=fans:ofe. 0 iat | in her 

first mnon-musical screen role in 

“Numbered Men,” although she has 

been leading lady in three musical 

films before that! 

Miss Claire, “the youngest prima 

donna” of grand opera and feminine 

star of the stage presentation of 

“The Desert Song,” came to Los 

Angeles to play the title role in “No, 

No, Nanette.” Her success in this 
musical talking film led to feminine 

leads in “Spring Is Here,” followed 

by “Song of The Flame.” “Num- 

bered Men’ is not a musical film at 
all and it is, consequently, the first 
regular film role that the little singer 
has appeared in, despite her three 
successful musical pictures. Director 
Mervyn Le Roy declares that her 
acting in “Numbered Men” in both 
comedy and highly dramatie scenes 
is worthy of the screen’s most ex- 
perienced and gifted actresses. 

Conrad Nagel and Raymond Hack- 
ett are featured with Miss Claire 
in “Numbered Men.” An _ all-star 
supporting cast, however, is in evi- 
dence, for among others are Tully 
Marshall, Ralph Ince, Maurice Black, 
William Holden, Blanche Frederici, 
Ivan Linow, George Cooper and 
Frederick Howard. 

The’ story is a fast-moving melo- 
drama with a strong. annealin ant 

| distinctly novel romance woven into 
its vivid action. It igs based on 
Dwight Taylor’s play, “Jail Break.” 

Native Daughter Arrives 
Bernice Claire, who plays the lead- 

ing role in “Numbered Men,” now 
at the Theatre, is a native 
Californian, hailing from the city 
of Oakland, where she received her 
first training in singing in the Oak- 
land High School. For some reason 
unknown to producers, very few 
California girls have succeeded in 
pictures. Hollywood itself has pro- 
duced practically none, most of them 
hailing from other states. 

Rarity of Prison Breaks 
Woven around the theme that the 

liberty of one means the liberty of 
all, “Numbered Men,” stresses the 
fact that prisoners in penitentiaries 
who are given work in road camps 
seldom attempt to escape—and if 
they do escape are seldom caught 
alive. Their fellow prisoners know 
that this jeopardizes their liberty. 
“Numbered Men” is now running at 
the 

Convict Stripes Abolished 
The striped uniforms, famous in 

cartoonist’s strips depicting convicts, 

have no standing in reality, accord- 

ing to Mervyn Le Roy, director of 
“Numbered Men,” now at the ..... 

Convict stripes were abolished 

many years ago in practically every 

penitentiary, and have been sup- 

planted by regulation dull garb, 

distinctive enough to be recognized 

but not so conspicuous. Le Roy made 

a study of prison conditions before 

directing the picture for First Na- 
tional. 

Gangsters Not Tough 
Appearing 

That the real gangster is seldom 
the tough appearing guy, is indicated 
by Maurice Black in “Numbered 
Men,” now playing at the .......... 

Black, who plays the role of a big 
racketeer, points out that one of the|: 
best marks of a gangster is the fact 

that he is a fancy dresser. He doe 
not want to attract attention by look- 
ing tough. The old days of the tough! 
guys in the Bowery are gone. 

CENSORING CAUSES 
COMPLAINT 

The censoring of newspapers and 
magazines which reach convicts in 
penitentiaries is a frequent cause of 

complaints among prisoners, accord- 
ing to Mervyn Le Roy, director of 

“Numbered Men” now at the ..... 

Theatre. Papers from the same 

state are generally forbidden inside 

the walls. Periodicals and (other 
newspapers which have been cut and 

censored always arous tremendous 

curiosity. Friends and relatives are 

not allowed to send periodicals - di- 
rectly to prisoners. Only papers and 
magazines which have been mailed 
directly from the publishers are per- 
mitted. 

se eee 

Director Once Newsboy 
Mervyn Le Roy, who directed 

“Numbered Men,” now at the 

ene es Theatre, got his first taste of 

the stage while working as a news- 

boy in San Francisco. A theatre had 
need for someone to play the role 

of a newsboy on the stage, and having 
seen Mervyn outside the stage door, 

he got the job. When he grew up 

he went on the stage, but gave it up 

to become a gag-man in pictures, 

and later was made a director. 

Shaved Head Sanitary 
Regulation 

Prisoners do not have shaved heads 
in penitentiaries, contrary to public 

opinion, according to Mervyn LeRoy, 
director of “Numbered Men” now at 
the Theatre. A prisoner’s 

head is shaved simply as a routine 

sanitary measure when he enters the 

prison, turns to his civilian clothes, 

and receives his uniform. There- 

after he lets his hair grow, and has 

it cut at regular intervals by the 

prison barber. 

Is Love Mightier 

Than The Law? 
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